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Amended Tentative Regular Town Board Meeting Agenda 

February 11, 2025 

 

 

6:30 PM Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order 

Set Agenda and Order  

Comments from Chair 

Comments from the public 

Maintenance Quotes Review  

Consent Agenda 

• Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes January 14, 2025  

Old Business 

• Solar Farms Ordinance 

• Cannabis Ordinance 

New Business 

• Election Judge Resolution – added 

• Deputy Treasurer payment - added 

• Capitol Township Day Recap 

• Preliminary Review of 2025 Township Budget 

TCPA Meeting Recap 

OCTOA Meeting Recap 

Fire Association Report - added 

Road Report 

Treasurer’s Report 

Review/Pay Bills 

Mail/Miscellaneous 

Adjournment 

 

Posted February 6, 2025 

Amended February 11, 2025  



 

New Haven Township 
OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 

New Haven Township Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2025 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were Deputy 

Treasurer Hannah Walters, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order – Supervisor Fahy-Gust requested that the Fire Association meeting summary could be 

added to the agenda after the OCTOA meeting. Clerk Kosmicki asked that an election judge resolution that 

needs to be reviewed and signed be added under new business. Supervisor Thomforde asked to add payments 

to the deputy treasurer under new business.  Thomforde made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Comments from Chair – Chair Fahy-Gust was pleased with the attendance this evening and is glad to have 

people come out and have time with the township board.  Bob Figy remains at Pine Haven on the rehabilitation 

wing. Fahy-Gust encouraged people to visit him when possible.   

Comments from the Public – Gary and Mary Anderson, 11747 110th Ave NW Pine Island, came to the board 

with a concern of their neighbor’s dogs running in their woods which is ruining the opportunity for deer 

hunting. Mr. Anderson has spoken to his neighbor several times; his neighbor has come to apologize but 

nothing has changed for quite some time. Mr. Anderson has contacted the game warden and the Olmsted 

County Sheriff; both have said that their hands are tied as there is nothing they can do without an ordinance in 

place. The game warden suggested instituting an ordinance as a trespassing violation which would entail fines 

for not having animals under control. The sheriff did speak to the neighbor and reported back to Mr. Anderson 

that his neighbor stated that it was an accident. Mr. Anderson has pictures from his trail camera depicting his 

neighbor’s dogs on his land over the last several years.  Mr. Anderson is disappointed that he is unable to hunt 

due to the dogs constantly chasing animals and he is within his rights to set traps and if dogs trip them he is not 

liable. The dogs have been seen a mile away and are at risk of being shot by a neighbor who has a herd of 

cattle. Mr. Anderson does not want harm to come to the dogs. Mr. Anderson stated he has been advised by 

both the game warden and sheriff that the only way for them to intervene is if an ordinance is in place. 

Supervisor Fahy-Gust will contact the sheriff to clarify information he provided at the last OCTOA (Olmsted 

County Township Officers Association) meeting regarding stray running dogs. A letter will be drafted and sent to 

the neighbor informing her that there has been a complaint brought to the board and to invite her to a 

township board meeting to address the issue. 

Kay Lovett and Joy Bertsinger both from Oronoco, representing Age Friendly Oronoco Area Action Plan 

presented information regarding this 501C3. This organization exists to support residents whose zip code is 

55960 focusing on rural residents 60 years and older to support them to live safely in their homes as they age. 

The organization started in 2022. Goals include revitalizing Oronoco Senior Group, find funds to support 

purchasing smoke and carbon dioxide detectors, and HELOC devices. They have connected with SEMCAC so that 

meals on wheels will be providing 5 meals per week, 3 frozen and 2 fresh, dropped on once a week beginning 
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April 6th.  Additional goal is to assist people in finding services and encourage participation in activities. They are 

requesting referral of residents in the township that could benefit from meals and other services. Contact 

information was provided. Fahy-Gust will post information on the township’s Facebook page. A flier will be 

provided to also be posted on the page.  

Maintenance Quote Review – Quotes for services were received from Mike Wood LLC, Riverside Skid loader 

and Excavating Services LLC, North Star Companies, Fogarty Outdoor Service LLC, Arrow Tree Works, and 

Oelkers Services LLC. Amounts per service were verbally stated line by line for each quote. See attached quotes 

for amounts.  Three bids for town hall services, Fogarty, Riverside, and Oelkers, mowing and snow removal, two 

bids, NorthStar and Arrow Star for ditch spraying, NorthStar included ditch mowing and Mike Wood is only one 

bidding on snow removal and road maintenance for the township. Quotes for town hall mowing and snow 

removal were reviewed. Andrist made a motion to accept all quotes for town hall mowing and snow removal 

with Riverside Skid Loader and Excavating Services LLC as the primary service provider and Fogarty as secondary 

beginning April 15 2025 through April 15 2027. Thomforde seconded; motion carried 3-0. Mike Wood LLC quote 

was reviewed and includes summer and winter road maintenance and ditch maintenance which includes tree 

removal. Fahy-Gust made a motion to accept quotes for summer and winter road maintenance as well as ditch 

maintenance from Mike Wood LLC and Olmsted County with Mike Wood as primary and Olmsted County as 

secondary. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. Quotes for spraying were reviewed. Andrist made a motion to 

accept all quotes with NorthStar as the primary and Arrow Tree as secondary. Thomforde seconded; motion 

carried 3-0. 

Consent Agenda – Supervisor Thomforde commented that on page 5 of the packet, page 3 of the minutes the 

total deposit did not include the outstanding check in last month’s packet however the total was correct. The 

minutes are correct. Thomforde made a motion to accept January 14, 2025 minutes as written, with the 

correction. Supervisor Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

 

Solar Energy Farms– Chris Hawkins has scheduled a Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission meeting 

for February 18 at 6:30 pm at the township hall. A public notice will be posted.  

 

Cannabis Ordinance – Andrist reported that there is no update at this time from TCPA, and will 

continue to carry as an agenda item until resolved.   

 

New Business  

 

Resolution for Election Judge – Ginger Roberts-Carson is no longer available to be an election judge on 

March 11th, nor is Bob Mattson. Larry Madsen is available. Thomforde made a motion to approve 

resolution # 2025-04 designating Larry Madsen serve as an election judge for the township election on 

March 11, 2025. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Deputy Treasurer Payment – As there was no discussion regarding wages for deputies at the last 

reorganization meeting, Thomforde proposed that for the months the deputy treasurer fills in for the 

treasure, the deputy is paid the same amount which includes a $300.00 monthly stipend and $75.00 

per meeting attendance. In addition, if there is an excess of hours for other duties, an hourly wage of 

$20.00 per hour is included. Fahy-Gust expressed reservation regarding paying the deputy treasurer in 

the same manner as the treasurer particularly as it relates to the monthly stipend as this may give the 

impression that Figy is not returning. Currently Walters was appointed by the treasurer, not elected or 

appointed by the township board. Figy continues to hold the treasurer position as an elected official. 
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After discussion, Thomforde proposed that an hourly wage be set at $30.00 per hour for all work 

performed, including the number of hours of meeting attendance until either appointed by the board 

or elected.  Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0 

 

Capital Township Day Recap – The Capital Township Day was held on January 27th, organized by MAT 

(Minnesota Association of Townships) to lobby legislatures. Almost 200 Township officers from around 

the state attended. Thomforde provided a summary. Thomforde and other met with Dave Quam.  

Topics included EMS funding and service area for EMS. Also met with Steve Drazkowski and discussed 

additional funding for roads. Currently there is a State budget shortfall. Discussion also included 

allowing rifles for deer hunting. The meeting with Steve Jacobs did not take place. Thomforde 

submitted an email to MAT who forwarded to our representatives requesting road funding. Currently 

New Haven Township maintains 32 miles of road at a cost of $5200.00 per mile to maintain yearly; state 

provides approximately $800.00 per mile through road tax. Thomforde also asked that the presidential 

primary be changes so that a voter is not required to specify their party affiliation when getting a ballot. 

MAT submitted a list of 2025 legislative priorities including transportation funding, taxes and state aid, 

broadband funding and universal phone coverage, rural EMS, and annexation fairness.  

 

Preliminary Review of 2025 Township Budget – Fahy- Gust will know the amount for Rural Fire 

association on February 26th and will provide the information for inclusion in the budget. Projected 

2025 budget was reviewed and will be finalized at the next regular township meeting on March 8th. The 

2025 budget will be then presented at the annual meeting. Any recommended changes to the budget 

amounts should be forwarded via e-mail to Thomforde 

 

TCPA Meeting Recap – No report  

 

OCTOA Recap – Sheriff reported that 4 pens at the animal shelter are now available for stray dogs. There is a 

new County election representative, Amanda Kiefer. The Olmsted County Sheriff stated that there are 5 new 

deputies with a need for 5 more. Of 202 available detention beds, 170 are the maximum that can be filled. 

Olmsted County had the highest voter turnout for the presidential election in the state at 84% (New Haven 

Township was at 89%).  

 

Rural Fire Association – The Rural Fire Association has purchased a tanker paid for with escrow funds for 

$405,000.00. Detailing needs to be completed before it can be put into operation. A meeting will be held on 

February 26th to finalize the budge. A new trending program has been implemented that will track where in 

each participating township calls are going, whether the call was fire or medically related and how many 

responders went on each call.  Currently 60% have been medical, 40% fire. This is no change over 5 years. There 

is an increase in elderly rural residents. An emerging issue is the number of elderly couples where one spouse 

has dementia and there is no one to remain with the person in the home. This is becoming an issue for the fire 

department to manage. Part of the association is covered by Zumbrota Ambulance, part by Mayo Ambulance. 

The wait time for Mayo Ambulance is much longer. New Haven Township is covered by Mayo Ambulance. 

 

Road Report - Trash consisting of wood, saw dust and junk thrown out on 60th Ave has been cleaned up, and 

the roads were plowed when it last snowed. DeCook has been filling the quarry hole with clean fill. 

Approximately 20,000 yards of fill is yet to be dumped. 
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Treasurer Report – Deputy Treasurer Walters gave a detailed report of financial transactions for the month of 

January 2025.  

 

Frandsen Bank -  Checking Account  $        4,388.77  

   Money Market Account  $    156,991.13 

   Outstanding Checks    $        + 152.50 

   Total Bank Balance   $   161,227.40 

 

Frandsen Bank 4.4% 8/22/2025    $100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota 5.2% 3/4/2025  $  50,000.00 

Flagstar Bank 4.7% (semi-annual) 7/25/2025  $100,000.00 

Total Investments     $250,000.00 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Total Investments     $250,000.00 

Total Bank Balance     $161,227.40 

Total Funds      $411,227.40  

 

Fahy-Gust commented that the Wells Fargo investment is coming due on March 4, 2025 and suggested a plan 

be put in place. Kosmicki will schedule a meeting with LPL representative and Thomforde to outline options for 

this investment. A resolution will be presented to the board at the next meeting. Chris Hawkins pointed out that 

one investment in the report has an incorrect comma placement. Thomforde made a motion to approve the 

treasurer’s report with the correction of comma placement. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Ag Partners pre-pay has been exhausted; the tank was filled again in January. Bills for 

Township Association dues, Couri and Ruppe, and ads for Maintenance quotes are being paid this month. All 

other bills are typical monthly bills. Total is $4,808.05. Andrist made a motion to pay all bills, Thomforde 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – Kosmicki requested that all statements from LPL and Frandsen bank should be mailed to 

the town hall address. Fahy-Gust recalled previously the board felt the mailbox was not secure in that anyone 

could take the mail out. The board determined no changes should be made until there is a definite resolution in 

regards to the filing of the treasurer’s position.  

 

Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

  

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

January 2025

Ending Balance of December, 2024 statement $3,861.99

Income
Date Check #/Cash Description Amount
01/07/25 Cash Deposit - Candidate Fee $2.00
01/07/25 Cash Deposit - Candidate Fee $2.00
01/07/25 2609 Deposit - Hall Rent $75.00
01/07/25 1162 Deposit - Hall Rent $75.00
01/14/25 3494 Deposit - Hall Rent $75.00
01/14/25 Cash Deposit - Candidate Fee $2.00
01/15/25 Online MMDA Account Transfer $6,000.00
1/31/25 Online Interest $0.43

Total Deposits: $6,231.43

Debits
Date Check #/Online Description Amount
1/10/25 Online Bevcomm Telephone Payment $78.37
1/16/25 Online IRS Tax Payment $1,140.64
1/16/25 4757 Dale Thomforde $46.95
1/16/25 20703 Wages $253.96
1/17/25 4759 Heman Grover & Co LTD $142.00
1/17/25 20704 Wages $69.26
1/17/25 20705 Wages $475.60
1/17/25 20706 Wages $253.96
1/21/25 4763 Minnesota Association of Townships $821.20
1/22/25 4760 Foggarty's Outdoor Service LLC $90.00
1/22/25 4761 Grimsrud Publishing Inc $24.07
1/23/25 4758 Michael Wood LLC $1,900.00
1/24/25 Online Culligan of Greater Rochester $63.95
1/27/25 Online People's Co-Op Electric $169.23
1/27/25 4762 Olmsted County $175.46

Total Debits: $5,704.65

Ending Balance of January 2025 statement $4,388.77



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

January 2025

Ending Balance of December, 2024 statement $160,953.43

Income
Date Decription Amount
01/24/25 Olmsted County Payments $1,789.25
1/31/25 Interest $248.45

Total Deposits: $2,037.70

Debits
Date Description Amount
1/15/25 Online Transfer $6,000.00

Total Debits: $6,000.00

Ending Balance of January 2025 statement $156,991.13


































