
 

New Haven Township 
OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 

New Haven Township Regular Meeting Minutes 
January 14, 2025 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were 

Deputy Treasurer Hannah Walters, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order – Supervisor Andrist made a motion to approve the agenda as written, seconded by 

Supervisor Thomforde. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Comments from Chair – Chair Fahy-Gust commented that we have a large agenda and will keep focused 

meeting. 

Comments from the Public – Ian Swanton, 11485 85th St NW Pine Island, addressed the board regarding his 

neighbor who purchased a property several years ago that was a 27.5-acre parcel. It is Swanton’s 

understanding that the 27.5-acre parcel was combined with the adjacent property the neighbors live on 

resulting in a parcel equaling 33.5 acres. The property is now for sale and has not been split again. Swanton’s 

question is regarding whether or not the property can be split after being combined.  Fahy commented that 

the property is zoned A2 which would indicate that the smallest acreage eligible to be split is 40 acres and 

would need a variance in order to split. Thomforde commented that he has reviewed the property on the 

Olmsted County website and did not find that the property had been combined into one parcel. It should to 

be clarified whether or not the property was indeed combined. If not combined, it would be considered a lot 

of record and is eligible as a building site. There was a previous agreement regarding the building site that 

specifies where and how a house can be built on the site. Fahy commented that this agreement was drafted 

when she was the Zoning Administrator and will look in the files to locate it. Swanton was referred to TCPA to 

determine whether or not the parcel has ever been combined. Swanton also commented that when his 

neighbor’s address is entered into maps, the pin is dropped onto the shared driveway not the neighbor’s 

house. Swanton was directed to discuss the issue with Olmsted County as they manage the Geographic 

Information System (GIS) and can explain how the pin got dropped. 

Consent Agenda – Supervisor Thomforde made a motion to accept December 10, 2024 minutes as written, 

Supervisor Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

 

Solar Energy Farms– The draft of the Solar Farm Ordinance with attorney changes was discussed. Chris 

Hawkins, chair of the Planning and Zoning Commission expressed that the commission would be interested in 

reviewing changes recommended by the attorney and by the township board. Discussion of the ordinance is 

tabled until the commission has an opportunity to review and discuss proposed changes. The party who 

previously expressed interest in developing a solar farm is no longer pursuing it. 
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Cannabis Ordinance – A deadline of January 1st, 2025 was given to respond to the Office of Cannabis 

Management regarding New Haven Township’s decision as to who will be responsible to monitor zoning 

compliance. Clerk Kosmicki contacted the Olmsted County department responsible for implementing the 

compliance and registration processes. It was confirmed that Olmsted County does have New Haven 

Township’s resolution delegating cannabis retailer registration authority to Olmsted County on file. Kosmicki 

also informed the individual that the township zoning ordinance has not been finalized. Kosmicki was 

informed that the state may at some time request the document. Attorney Ruppe sent a proposed cannabis 

zoning ordinance. The attorney was informed that New Haven was not going to have a separate ordinance 

and would be adopting the ordinance developed in cooperation with townships partnering with TCPA. Fahy-

Gust suggested sending the attorney’s draft to TCPA as it might be helpful to them.   

 

New Business  

 

Preliminary Review of 2024 Year End Financial Results – Thomforde provided a detailed review of 2024 year-

end financial report and variances from the 2024 budget. He also reviewed a financial summary comparing 

the last three years. The 2025 mil rates, based on the levy set at last year’s Annual Meeting, are not yet 

available.  

 

Review Maintenance Quotes Notice – A proposed notice for maintenance quotes was reviewed. Clerk 

Kosmicki asked if the expectation for itemized bills needs to be defined in the notice. It was decided that this 

expectation did not need to be part of the notice. Right-of -Way maintenance will be divided into 3 

categories, with separate bids for a) spraying, b) mowing, and c) brush/tree removal. The notice will be placed 

in the Post Bulletin and News Record and posted on the township hall door. Quotes will be opened and 

reviewed at the February 11th meeting.  

 

Requested Land Use Changes in Olmsted County (unincorporated portions) – Supervisor Thomforde brought 

forth information published in the Post Bulletin regarding Olmsted County’s approach to managing growth 

outside the city. A map provided by the county included sections of land in New Haven Township. It was 

unclear to the board as to what the intended use of those areas would be and why they were included on the 

map. This could possibly be discussed at the upcoming OCTOA meeting for clarification of land use for those 

areas of New Haven Township. Supervisor Fahy-Gust intends to review the maps and information.  

 

Resolution for March Election Judges – A resolution was presented to approve Donna Beyer, Ginger Roberts 

Carson, Ann Fahy-Gust, David Andrist, and Bob Madsen as election judges for the township election 

scheduled for March 11th.  Donna Beyer will be assigned as head judge. Clerk Kosmicki asks for clarification 

regarding the wording of the resolution authorizing the head judge to appoint additional election judges as 

needed.  As needed is defined as on an emergency basis. Thomforde made a motion to adopt Resolution 

2025-01 with the five election judges listed, Fahy-Gust seconded. Roll call vote was conducted and approved 

unanimously.   

 

Resolution for Supervisors Serving as Election Judges- Thomforde made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-

02 Authorizing Contract with Interested Officer authorizing Ann Fahy-Gust to perform as an election judge at 

a standard rate of $20.00/hour. Andrist seconded. Roll call vote was conducted with Fahy-Gust abstaining and 

Thomforde and Andrist approving. Motion carried.  Thomforde made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-03 

Authorizing Contract with Interested Officer authorizing David Andrist to perform as an election judge at a 

standard rate of $20.00/hour. Fahy-Gust seconded. Roll call vote was conducted with Andrist abstaining and 

Thomforde and Fahy-Gust approving. Motion carried.   
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Board of Audit Date and Time - The meeting was tentatively set for February 11th at 5:30 PM prior to the 

regular board meeting. This date and time were confirmed. A public notice of the meeting will be posted. 

 

2025 Mileage Reimbursement Rate - Mileage reimbursement has been increased to $0.70 per mile. 

 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Fahy-Gust attended the meeting for Andrist. There was a lengthy discussion about the 

cannabis ordinance. There is a great deal of flux in how the program will be administered. A lawsuit has been 

filed relative to under-represented people who have an advantage in obtaining a license. The Public Health 

Department with be part of the Office of Cannabis Management and will need to be licensed at the county 

level based on ordinances that are developed. TCPA will continue to provide building permit reports. They will 

provide a monthly report and a cumulative report for each individual township. CMS is changing their rates of 

billing. A new contract was negotiated with Jered and Ethan. The full contract will be less than last year 

because there are fewer compensated individuals in the contract. The proposal was for $217,439.00 for both, 

and there was a request for compensation for phone and mileage bringing the total to $229,000.00. This was 

approved by the board. There was also a request for 14 paid holidays. This will be approved individually by 

the board chair. There remain 3 townships in Olmsted County not a part of the association. If they should 

decide to join, this would create a need for additional staff.  

 

Road Report – Mike reported that he is unable to turn around in Kittleson’s driveway due to Christmas lights 

blocking entry necessitating the need to back out. Otherwise, there are no issues. Clerk Kosmicki was 

contacted by a resident who lives at 9309 1125th St NW, Pine Island, who had questions regarding the 

processing for plowing snow. The last time it snowed he stated he wasn’t plowed out for 24 to 30 hours. His 

road is the furthest point and would be one of the last roads plowed. Plowing does not commence until snow 

has stopped. Kosmicki will provide this feedback to the resident.  

 

Treasurer Report – Treasurer Figy is currently at Pine Haven after experiencing a stroke approximately 2 

weeks ago. It is his intention to return and to file for reelection. Hannah Walters was previously appointed as 

deputy treasurer and will serve in this role for the time being. There was discussion as to whether or not to 

disclose wages. By state law, gross wages are public, but net wages are confidential. Going forward, Walters 

will list individual net wages without including a name.  

 

Frandsen Bank -  Checking Account  $        3,861.99   

   Money Market Account  $    160,953.43 

   Less Outstanding Checks   $          152.50 

   Total Deposits    $   164,662.92 

 

JP Morgan Chase, 5.02% (semi-annual) 1/6/2025 $100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota 5.2% 2/26/2025  $  50,000.00 

Flagstar Bank 4.7% (semi-annual) 7/25/2025  $100,000.00 

Total Investments     $250,000.00 

 

Total Deposits      $414,662.92  

 

Thomforde made a motion to approve treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, no further discussion. Motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Two bills due this month that are not typical monthly bills were Olmsted County Truth in 

Taxation Mailing for $175.46 and MAT 2025 membership dues for $821.20. Ag Partners has delivered propane 



Regular Meeting Minutes January 14, 2025  Page 4 

$447.06 at a rate of $1.54/gallon, leaving a current prepay balance is $70.53. Andrist made a motion to pay all 

bills, Thomforde seconded, no further discussion. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Mail/Miscellaneous –  

Christmas cards were received from Ellingson Company, Prairie Island Tribal Counsel and Frandsen Bank.  A 

schedule is available for pick up times for the bus to Township Day at the Capitol. Notice of Gaming Land 

Acquisition Final Determination was received. Fahy-Gust will review. Received notice of application to 

increase electric rates from Xcel Energy. Received final orders approving annexation of the two previously-

discussed properties into Pine Island. Thomforde reminded the Board that there is an OCTOA meeting 

scheduled this month in Viola.  

 

Adjournment – Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0.  Meeting 

adjourned at 8:20 PM. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

  

/signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

December 2024

Ending Balance of November, 2024 statement $4,468.99

Income
Date Check #/Cash Description Amount
12/11/24 Online MMDA Account Transfer $8,000.00
12/31/24 Online Interest $0.53

Total Deposits: $8,000.53

Debits
Date Check #/Online Description Amount
12/10/24 Online Bevcomm Telephone Payment $78.34
12/12/24 4749 Hemann Grover & Co. $142.00
12/12/24 4753 David A. Andrist $41.27
12/12/24 20698 David A. Andrist $542.49
12/13/24 4754 Dale J. Thomforde $35.38
12/13/24 4755 Lavonne Kosmicki $319.50
12/13/24 20700 Robert Figy $1,178.94
12/13/24 20701 Lavonne Kosmicki $810.22
12/13/24 20702 Dale Thomforde $643.22
12/17/24 4750 Column Software PBC $103.04
12/17/24 20699 Margaret A. Fahy-Gust $1,060.41
12/18/24 4751 Grimsrud Publishing Inc. $43.75
12/23/24 20695 Donna M. Beyer $160.00
12/24/24 Online Culligan of Greater Rochester $63.95
12/24/24 4752 Michael Wood LLC $3,037.50
12/26/24 Online People’s Co-Op Electric Payment $187.52
12/31/24 4744 Ginger Roberts Carson $160.00

Total Debits: $8,607.53

Ending Balance of December, 2024 statement $3,861.99



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

December 2024

Ending Balance of November, 2024 statement $86,459.63

Income

Total Deposits: $82,493.80

Debits

Total Debits: $8,000.00

Date Decription Amount

Date Description Amount

12/02/24 Olmsted County Payments $78,389.91
12/26/24 MN State Payment $3,846.42
12/31/24 Interest $257.47

12/11/24 Online Transfer $8,000.00

Ending Balance of December, 2024 statement $160,953.43



New Haven TownshipNew Haven TownshipNew Haven TownshipNew Haven Township    
OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Board of Audit 

Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2025 

 

The New Haven Township Board of Supervisors convened to function as a Board of Audit to review the 2024 

financial records maintained by the treasurer and clerk. These records were maintained by Treasurer Bob 

Figy and Clerk Donna Beyer for a time in the beginning of the year. Financial records became the 

responsibility of Deputy Treasurer Hannah Walters upon an indeterminate stay in a long-term facility for Figy 

and to appointed Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki upon the resignation of Beyer.  

 

Following the reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Board Chair, Ann Fahy-

Gust at 5:30 p.m. Supervisors Andrist and Thomforde were in attendance to constitute a quorum. Deputy 

Treasurer Walters and Clerk Kosmicki were also present. 

 

Copies of 2024 Board of Audit meeting minutes were provided for reference and had been read at the 2024 

Annual Meeting. A motion was made by Andrist to select two random disbursements from each month and 

matching to claim receipt, check number and amount paid. Thomforde seconded the motion, and was 

carried 3-0. A complete CTAS disbursement ledger dated January 1 through December 31, 2024 was 

provided to each supervisor.  

 

At 6:36 pm Chair Fahy-Gust asked if the Board of Audit meeting should be suspended and reconvene at the 

conclusion of the regular township meeting. Andrist made a motion to suspend and reconvene starting with 

the second disbursement in October. Fahy-Gust seconded; motion carried 3-0. The Board of Audit 

reconvened at 8:40 PM picking up second disbursement of October 2024.  

 

Month Disbursement 1 Disbursement 2 

 January 20652 4615 

February 20656 4628 

March 1286 4641 

April 1291 1290 

May 20668 4661 

June 4684 4686 

July 4694 **4691 

August 1308 1309 

September 4713 4724 

October 1316 4735 

November 4740 4746 

December 4755 4751 

 



 

 

** One discrepancy was found. Check number 4691 was not listed on the treasurer’s monthly log but was in 

the bank statement.  

 

The 2024 New Haven Financial Summary was reviewed and signed. Attached.  

 

Thomforde made a motion that the audit was complete and accurate, Fahy-Gust seconded. Motion carried 

3-0. 

 

Board of Audit meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

  

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Township Board   Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 



Bank Account Balances Year End 2022 Year End 2023 Year End 2024

Checking Account $7,691.76 $5,328.39 $3,861.99

Minus Outstanding Checks ($220.00) ($1,220.67) ($152.50)

MMDA - Money Market Deposit Account $192,852.56 $143,405.21 $160,953.43

CDs - Certificates of Deposit $300,245.82 $300,000.00 $250,000.00

Total Cash Reserves $500,570.14 $447,512.93 $414,662.92

Cash Reserves Change from Previous Year $64,534.05 ($53,057.21) ($32,850.01)

Budgeted Change in Cash Reserves ($50,945.00) ($52,720.00) ($50,495.00)

Under (Over) Budget $115,479.05 ($337.21) $17,644.99

Voter Approved Levy¹ $193,692.00 $193,692.00 $193,692.00

Levy Change from Previous Year 28% 0% 0%

Footnote 1. Township Levy was set by voters at previous year's March Annual Town Meeting

Reviewed:

                                [Andrist signed copy on file]

Supervisor: ___________________________________________________Date: ______________________

                                [Fahy-Gust signed copy on file]

Supervisor: ___________________________________________________Date: ______________________

                                [Thomforde signed copy on file]

Supervisor: ___________________________________________________Date: ______________________

                                [Walters signed copy on file]

Treasurer: ____________________________________________________Date: ______________________

                                [Kosmicki signed copy on file]

Clerk: _______________________________________________________Date: ______________________

New Haven Township Financial Summary

2/11/2025



 

New Haven Township 
OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 

New Haven Township Board 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2025 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were Deputy 

Treasurer Hannah Walters, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order – Supervisor Fahy-Gust requested that the Fire Association meeting summary could be 

added to the agenda after the OCTOA meeting. Clerk Kosmicki asked that an election judge resolution that 

needs to be reviewed and signed be added under new business. Supervisor Thomforde asked to add payments 

to the deputy treasurer under new business.  Thomforde made a motion to approve the agenda as amended. 

Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Comments from Chair – Chair Fahy-Gust was pleased with the attendance this evening and is glad to have 

people come out and have time with the township board.  Bob Figy remains at Pine Haven on the rehabilitation 

wing. Fahy-Gust encouraged people to visit him when possible.   

Comments from the Public – Gary and Mary Anderson, 11747 110th Ave NW Pine Island, came to the board 

with a concern of their neighbor’s dogs running in their woods which is ruining the opportunity for deer 

hunting. Mr. Anderson has spoken to his neighbor several times; his neighbor has come to apologize but 

nothing has changed for quite some time. Mr. Anderson has contacted the game warden and the Olmsted 

County Sheriff; both have said that their hands are tied as there is nothing they can do without an ordinance in 

place. The game warden suggested instituting an ordinance as a trespassing violation which would entail fines 

for not having animals under control. The sheriff did speak to the neighbor and reported back to Mr. Anderson 

that his neighbor stated that it was an accident. Mr. Anderson has pictures from his trail camera depicting his 

neighbor’s dogs on his land over the last several years.  Mr. Anderson is disappointed that he is unable to hunt 

due to the dogs constantly chasing animals and he is within his rights to set traps and if dogs trip them he is not 

liable. The dogs have been seen a mile away and are at risk of being shot by a neighbor who has a herd of 

cattle. Mr. Anderson does not want harm to come to the dogs. Mr. Anderson stated he has been advised by 

both the game warden and sheriff that the only way for them to intervene is if an ordinance is in place. 

Supervisor Fahy-Gust will contact the sheriff to clarify information he provided at the last OCTOA (Olmsted 

County Township Officers Association) meeting regarding stray running dogs. A letter will be drafted and sent to 

the neighbor informing her that there has been a complaint brought to the board and to invite her to a 

township board meeting to address the issue. 

Kay Lovett and Joy Bertsinger both from Oronoco, representing Age Friendly Oronoco Area Action Plan 

presented information regarding this 501C3. This organization exists to support residents whose zip code is 

55960 focusing on rural residents 60 years and older to support them to live safely in their homes as they age. 

The organization started in 2022. Goals include revitalizing Oronoco Senior Group, find funds to support 

purchasing smoke and carbon dioxide detectors, and HELOC devices. They have connected with SEMCAC so that 

meals on wheels will be providing 5 meals per week, 3 frozen and 2 fresh, dropped on once a week beginning 
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April 6th.  Additional goal is to assist people in finding services and encourage participation in activities. They are 

requesting referral of residents in the township that could benefit from meals and other services. Contact 

information was provided. Fahy-Gust will post information on the township’s Facebook page. A flier will be 

provided to also be posted on the page.  

Maintenance Quote Review – Quotes for services were received from Mike Wood LLC, Riverside Skid loader 

and Excavating Services LLC, North Star Companies, Fogarty Outdoor Service LLC, Arrow Tree Works, and 

Oelkers Services LLC. Amounts per service were verbally stated line by line for each quote. See attached quotes 

for amounts.  Three bids for town hall services, Fogarty, Riverside, and Oelkers, mowing and snow removal, two 

bids, NorthStar and Arrow Star for ditch spraying, NorthStar included ditch mowing and Mike Wood is only one 

bidding on snow removal and road maintenance for the township. Quotes for town hall mowing and snow 

removal were reviewed. Andrist made a motion to accept all quotes for town hall mowing and snow removal 

with Riverside Skid Loader and Excavating Services LLC as the primary service provider and Fogarty as secondary 

beginning April 15 2025 through April 15 2027. Thomforde seconded; motion carried 3-0. Mike Wood LLC quote 

was reviewed and includes summer and winter road maintenance and ditch maintenance which includes tree 

removal. Fahy-Gust made a motion to accept quotes for summer and winter road maintenance as well as ditch 

maintenance from Mike Wood LLC and Olmsted County with Mike Wood as primary and Olmsted County as 

secondary. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. Quotes for spraying were reviewed. Andrist made a motion to 

accept all quotes with NorthStar as the primary and Arrow Tree as secondary. Thomforde seconded; motion 

carried 3-0. 

Consent Agenda – Supervisor Thomforde commented that on page 5 of the packet, page 3 of the minutes the 

total deposit did not include the outstanding check in last month’s packet however the total was correct. The 

minutes are correct. Thomforde made a motion to accept January 14, 2025 minutes as written, with the 

correction. Supervisor Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

 

Solar Energy Farms– Chris Hawkins has scheduled a Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission meeting 

for February 18 at 6:30 pm at the township hall. A public notice will be posted.  

 

Cannabis Ordinance – Andrist reported that there is no update at this time from TCPA, and will 

continue to carry as an agenda item until resolved.   

 

New Business  

 

Resolution for Election Judge – Ginger Roberts-Carson is no longer available to be an election judge on 

March 11th, nor is Bob Mattson. Larry Madsen is available. Thomforde made a motion to approve 

resolution # 2025-04 designating Larry Madsen serve as an election judge for the township election on 

March 11, 2025. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Deputy Treasurer Payment – As there was no discussion regarding wages for deputies at the last 

reorganization meeting, Thomforde proposed that for the months the deputy treasurer fills in for the 

treasure, the deputy is paid the same amount which includes a $300.00 monthly stipend and $75.00 

per meeting attendance. In addition, if there is an excess of hours for other duties, an hourly wage of 

$20.00 per hour is included. Fahy-Gust expressed reservation regarding paying the deputy treasurer in 

the same manner as the treasurer particularly as it relates to the monthly stipend as this may give the 

impression that Figy is not returning. Currently Walters was appointed by the treasurer, not elected or 

appointed by the township board. Figy continues to hold the treasurer position as an elected official. 
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After discussion, Thomforde proposed that an hourly wage be set at $30.00 per hour for all work 

performed, including the number of hours of meeting attendance until either appointed by the board 

or elected.  Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0 

 

Capital Township Day Recap – The Capital Township Day was held on January 27th, organized by MAT 

(Minnesota Association of Townships) to lobby legislatures. Almost 200 Township officers from around 

the state attended. Thomforde provided a summary. Thomforde and other met with Dave Quam.  

Topics included EMS funding and service area for EMS. Also met with Steve Drazkowski and discussed 

additional funding for roads. Currently there is a State budget shortfall. Discussion also included 

allowing rifles for deer hunting. The meeting with Steve Jacobs did not take place. Thomforde 

submitted an email to MAT who forwarded to our representatives requesting road funding. Currently 

New Haven Township maintains 32 miles of road at a cost of $5200.00 per mile to maintain yearly; state 

provides approximately $800.00 per mile through road tax. Thomforde also asked that the presidential 

primary be changes so that a voter is not required to specify their party affiliation when getting a ballot. 

MAT submitted a list of 2025 legislative priorities including transportation funding, taxes and state aid, 

broadband funding and universal phone coverage, rural EMS, and annexation fairness.  

 

Preliminary Review of 2025 Township Budget – Fahy- Gust will know the amount for Rural Fire 

association on February 26th and will provide the information for inclusion in the budget. Projected 

2025 budget was reviewed and will be finalized at the next regular township meeting on March 8th. The 

2025 budget will be then presented at the annual meeting. Any recommended changes to the budget 

amounts should be forwarded via e-mail to Thomforde 

 

TCPA Meeting Recap – No report  

 

OCTOA Recap – Sheriff reported that 4 pens at the animal shelter are now available for stray dogs. There is a 

new County election representative, Amanda Kiefer. The Olmsted County Sheriff stated that there are 5 new 

deputies with a need for 5 more. Of 202 available detention beds, 170 are the maximum that can be filled. 

Olmsted County had the highest voter turnout for the presidential election in the state at 84% (New Haven 

Township was at 89%).  

 

Rural Fire Association – The Rural Fire Association has purchased a tanker paid for with escrow funds for 

$405,000.00. Detailing needs to be completed before it can be put into operation. A meeting will be held on 

February 26th to finalize the budge. A new trending program has been implemented that will track where in 

each participating township calls are going, whether the call was fire or medically related and how many 

responders went on each call.  Currently 60% have been medical, 40% fire. This is no change over 5 years. There 

is an increase in elderly rural residents. An emerging issue is the number of elderly couples where one spouse 

has dementia and there is no one to remain with the person in the home. This is becoming an issue for the fire 

department to manage. Part of the association is covered by Zumbrota Ambulance, part by Mayo Ambulance. 

The wait time for Mayo Ambulance is much longer. New Haven Township is covered by Mayo Ambulance. 

 

Road Report - Trash consisting of wood, saw dust and junk thrown out on 60th Ave has been cleaned up, and 

the roads were plowed when it last snowed. DeCook has been filling the quarry hole with clean fill. 

Approximately 20,000 yards of fill is yet to be dumped. 
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Treasurer Report – Deputy Treasurer Walters gave a detailed report of financial transactions for the month of 

January 2025.  

 

Frandsen Bank -  Checking Account  $        4,388.77  

   Money Market Account  $    156,991.13 

   Outstanding Checks    $        + 152.50 

   Total Bank Balance   $   161,227.40 

 

Frandsen Bank 4.4% 8/22/2025    $100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota 5.2% 3/4/2025  $  50,000.00 

Flagstar Bank 4.7% (semi-annual) 7/25/2025  $100,000.00 

Total Investments     $250,000.00 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Total Investments     $250,000.00 

Total Bank Balance     $161,227.40 

Total Funds      $411,227.40  

 

Fahy-Gust commented that the Wells Fargo investment is coming due on March 4, 2025 and suggested a plan 

be put in place. Kosmicki will schedule a meeting with LPL representative and Thomforde to outline options for 

this investment. A resolution will be presented to the board at the next meeting. Chris Hawkins pointed out that 

one investment in the report has an incorrect comma placement. Thomforde made a motion to approve the 

treasurer’s report with the correction of comma placement. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Ag Partners pre-pay has been exhausted; the tank was filled again in January. Bills for 

Township Association dues, Couri and Ruppe, and ads for Maintenance quotes are being paid this month. All 

other bills are typical monthly bills. Total is $4,808.05. Andrist made a motion to pay all bills, Thomforde 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – Kosmicki requested that all statements from LPL and Frandsen bank should be mailed to 

the town hall address. Fahy-Gust recalled previously the board felt the mailbox was not secure in that anyone 

could take the mail out. The board determined no changes should be made until there is a definite resolution in 

regards to the filing of the treasurer’s position.  

 

Adjournment – Meeting adjourned at 8:37 PM. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

  

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

January 2025

Ending Balance of December, 2024 statement $3,861.99

Income
Date Check #/Cash Description Amount
01/07/25 Cash Deposit - Candidate Fee $2.00
01/07/25 Cash Deposit - Candidate Fee $2.00
01/07/25 2609 Deposit - Hall Rent $75.00
01/07/25 1162 Deposit - Hall Rent $75.00
01/14/25 3494 Deposit - Hall Rent $75.00
01/14/25 Cash Deposit - Candidate Fee $2.00
01/15/25 Online MMDA Account Transfer $6,000.00
1/31/25 Online Interest $0.43

Total Deposits: $6,231.43

Debits
Date Check #/Online Description Amount
1/10/25 Online Bevcomm Telephone Payment $78.37
1/16/25 Online IRS Tax Payment $1,140.64
1/16/25 4757 Dale Thomforde $46.95
1/16/25 20703 Wages $253.96
1/17/25 4759 Heman Grover & Co LTD $142.00
1/17/25 20704 Wages $69.26
1/17/25 20705 Wages $475.60
1/17/25 20706 Wages $253.96
1/21/25 4763 Minnesota Association of Townships $821.20
1/22/25 4760 Foggarty's Outdoor Service LLC $90.00
1/22/25 4761 Grimsrud Publishing Inc $24.07
1/23/25 4758 Michael Wood LLC $1,900.00
1/24/25 Online Culligan of Greater Rochester $63.95
1/27/25 Online People's Co-Op Electric $169.23
1/27/25 4762 Olmsted County $175.46

Total Debits: $5,704.65

Ending Balance of January 2025 statement $4,388.77



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

January 2025

Ending Balance of December, 2024 statement $160,953.43

Income
Date Decription Amount
01/24/25 Olmsted County Payments $1,789.25
1/31/25 Interest $248.45

Total Deposits: $2,037.70

Debits
Date Description Amount
1/15/25 Online Transfer $6,000.00

Total Debits: $6,000.00

Ending Balance of January 2025 statement $156,991.13



New Haven Township 
OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 
 

New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

March 8, 2025 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were 

Deputy Treasurer Hannah Walters, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order- Supervisor Thomforde made a motion to approve agenda as printed, Supervisor 

Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Comments from Chair – Good to have snow. 

 

Comments from the public – Clerk Kosmicki received information from Olmsted County regarding free 

water testing that will be made available to residents among request. Kosmicki has received a couple 

calls from residents regarding frustration with mail service out of Pine Island asking if there is anything 

the township board can do to intervene. Kosmicki advised callers that other than them contacting their 

state representative and filing a formal complaint, there was probably nothing for the board to do but 

the topic could be brought up at the next board meeting.  Fahy-Gust acknowledged that the local post 

office is struggling with understaffing currently but this was not an issue the board would become 

involved with and agreed the residents need to submit a formal complaint on their own behalf. The 

Oronoco Seniors Group is restarting meetings and invites anyone interested to attend a planning 

meeting scheduled for Wednesday March 12th, 11:00 AM at the Oronoco Community Center. 

Promotional circus tickets were received and are available to anyone interested.  

 

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve the Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

February 11, 2025, and Board of Audit Meeting Minutes - February 11, 2025. Andrist seconded, motion 

carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

Follow up Dog complaint – A letter was sent to Rachel Beck regarding her dogs. Rachel responded 

by calling and writing Fahy-Gust. She did not want to attend a meeting as she felt intimidated by the 

situation. Fahy-Gust told her that she would read her message into the minutes. 

Her message is as follows: “Good evening, I received your message regarding my dogs and I want to 

tell you that I have lived here for 13 years and my neighbor has talked to me twice. The last time 

being eight years ago. The sheriff and DNR have both spoken to me and I’ve agreed they should not 

have been out roaming. It was an accident. I don’t let them out and let them roam. On occasion, they 

have gotten away from me and I am respectful of others property. I don’t know why this has 

escalated to the extent it has. I assure you my dogs don’t freely roam around. The DNR just came 

here last week so I hadn’t even talked to them before you had your townhall meeting. I want nothing 

but peace with my neighbors. I will be diligent about keeping my dogs at home. I would appreciate 

you giving me a phone call. It is frustrating to me that my neighbor can make a claim that my dogs 

are constantly roaming around and it isn’t true, they aren’t. They have gone up to his place and I am 

not defending that. I appreciated knowing it actually. I would have appreciated a civil conversation 

about it but he was very aggressive and told me he was going to shoot them. Again, I don’t want 

conflict. I have been talked to by the cops and the DNR and I believe that is enough.” 

Fahy -Gust provided follow up information regarding Sheriff Torgerson speaking about dogs at the 

last OCTOA meeting. He clarified that he was speaking specifically about dangerous dog. The county 
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can be called out to pick up dangerous dogs, not ones that are roaming. Fahy-Gust suggested that as 

of February 28, 2025, Rachel has stated that she will not let her dogs out to freely roam around. If 

she keeps to this agreement, the issue should be resolved. If the issue continues, the complainant 

will inform Fahy-Gust and further action in the form of an ordinance will be considered. Concern was 

expressed that the issue of roaming dogs may become more of an issue as surrounding cities 

expand. Matt Rohl, 11435 110th Ave NW, Pine Island, expressed concern regarding roaming dogs 

and potential harm to livestock. He asked that an ordinance be considered should this issue become 

increasingly prevalent in order to have more authority to enforce compliance. Fahy-Gust will contact 

Beck to reiterate the agreement that her dogs will not be roaming. If there are further incidents, an 

ordinance will be written and enforced.  

Solar Farms Ordinance – Chris Hawkins reported that the Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission 

met on February 18th. There was some confusion as to who was to attend as far as supervisors 

creating a quorum. Hawkins asked for clarification from supervisors as to who should attend the P&Z 

meetings. The commission reviewed the draft that included the attorney’s comments and made 

some recommendations for edits and changes.  Clerk Kosmicki will draft a version of the ordinance 

that will include all changes made by the attorney, supervisors Fahy-Gust and Thomforde and the 

P&Z Commission indicated by different colors. The Solar Energy Farms ordinance will be put on the 

May agenda.  

Cannabis Ordinance – An email received from TCPA with the proposed final draft of the Cannabis 

Ordinance was forwarded to the supervisors. The township board was in agreement with the draft 

ordinance as written. Supervisor Andrist will inform TCPA when he attends the next meeting. A 

public hearing will be held once the ordinance is finalized.  

 

Annual Meeting and Election, Finalize 2025 Budget recommendation-  

In preparation for the annual meeting, the agenda and packet provided by supervisor Thomforde 

was reviewed. Adjustments and additions to the agenda and information to be provided were 

agreed upon. The budget was also reviewed in detail, adjustments made and recommendations 

formalized for presentation at the up-coming annual meeting. Fahy-Gust reported actual numbers 

from the Rural Fire Association and provided detailed information regarding how the payment to the 

RFA will be divided into two payments. Thorough discussion regarding recommendation for 

percentage of levy increase occurred.  The annual meeting is scheduled for March 11th at 3:00 PM. 

Election supplies will be picked up Monday before the election. Election Judges are in place. Polls will 

be open from 5:00PM to 8:00 PM. 

 

New Business 

Keller Quarry – Andrist met with a representative from DeCook to give direction on where to dump 

their loads. Andrist also proposed to move the gate access in order to shut off access to the quarry. 

There is a gate left over from closing New Haven Road that will be used. Mike Wood will install the 

gate. There was some concern about access to the lower field by the neighbors and blocking access. 

Supervisor Andrist will research to ensure there are no issue with neighbors or easements before 

gate is installed and report back at the next regular meeting.  

 

New Haven Township Representation on County Transportation Projects –An invitation was 

received from Allison Sosa, Associate Director of Planning, for New Haven Township’s participation in 

two significant transportation related projects planned for 2025. Namely, the Countywide 2050 

Metropolitan Transportation Plan, and the Safe Streets for All Safety Action Plan. There are two 

meetings they are asking a representative to attend. Supervisor Andrist volunteered to attend.  

Investment Resolution – A summary of Clerk Kosmicki and Supervisor Thomforde’s conversation 

with Carter O’Reily from LPL Investment was provided. Options were discussed.  A resolution was 

drafted to include all options for consideration. A typo was noted under Frandsen Bank and Trust CD. 

The 10-month CD should be 4% not 10%. Board members preferred and FDIC insured CD as opposed 
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to state insured fixed annuity. The decision was made to invest the entire amount in a 12-month LPL 

FDIC insured CD at 4.1% or current rate. Resolution 2025-06 was approved. 

 

Investment Policy Resolution – The last investment goals resolution was in 2023. The resolution was 

updated to included state insured annuities as an option. Fahy-Gust noted a typo to update the year 

to 2025. Resolution 2025-07 was adopted. 

 

Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting Date – BoAE meeting is scheduled for April 9th from 

9:30 AM to 10:00 AM at the townhall. Notice of the meeting will be published in the Post Bulletin 

and News Record newspapers. Thomforde commented that no one came to the meeting last year 

and that if this happens again this year, the board could decide whether to do a local or county 

BoAE. The decision should be made before the end of the year. Supervisor training is good for four 

years.  The notice was received on March 10th and will be posted on the hall door and on the 

website. 

 

Reaffirm Date/Time for Reorganization Meeting - Tentatively scheduled for April 1st at 4:00 PM. The 

Canvas Board met on March 11th and there is a one-week contest period after the Canvas Board 

after which certificates of election can be issues. There is then a 10-day period the candidate has to 

take the oath of office. After calculating these time periods, April 1st would be the first Tuesday the 

Reorganization meeting can convene. Meeting time set April 1st at 4:00 PM at the townhall.  

 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Permits will be raised by 10%. No changes to the proposed Cannabis Ordinance. 

TCPA asked County Board for additional funds. CMS was bought out by WKS and there was discussion of 

TCPA taking responsibly for building inspections, this will most likely not happen due to cost and time.  

 

OCTOA – Next meeting is scheduled for March 27 and will be either in Rochester or Oronoco. All 

supervisors are expected to attend. 

 

Road Report – The was a bit of snow, approximately 5 inches.  

 

Fire Association Meeting Recap – New Haven Township total dues for 2024 are $61, 490.00. Half will be 

paid now, half will be held in reserve until such time the funds are needed. The new tanker truck is in 

service having replaced the 1993 tanker. A data program has been purchased that will be useful in 

analyzing trends in calls such has location, number of calls, types, number of personnel, etc.   

 

Treasurer’s Report – Deputy Treasurer Walters provided a detailed report of financial transactions for 

the month of February:  

    

  

   

 

 

 

Deputy  

Frandsen Bank Checking Account 3190.69 

Money Market Account             183,759.57 

Less outstanding checks 0 

Total Bank Balance 186,950.26 

Investments Frandsen Bank 4.4% 8/22/2025 100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota, 5.2% 3/04/205 50,000.00 

Flagstar Bank, 4.7% (semiannual) 7/25/2025 100,000.00 

Total Investments 250,000.00 

Balance Total Bank Balance 186,950.26 

Total Investments 250,000.00 

Total Combined Balance 436,950.26 
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Treasurer Walters asked what details should be listed with deposits. Fahy-Gust stated just to indicate 

what the check was for, e.g. hall rental, not necessary to list name of renter, Thomforde made a motion 

to approve treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Kosmicki commented that on the Couri-Ruppe invoice. There was a charge on the 

invoice listing a phone call with her for an hour and twenty-five minutes. She called the attorney to 

questioning this charge as there was no phone call at that length and that she didn’t discuss the cannabis 

ordinance.  He explained that the invoice did not break down time for each charge but the time was 

cumulative for several services performed to include work on the solar energy farms and cannabis 

ordinances. He did say that if there was no permission giving for work to be done on the cannabis 

ordinance, offered to waive that fee. The Couri-Ruppe check number 4785 will be held until Kosmicki can 

clarify with their office charges incurred with interactions with her and ask to be reinvoiced. Bob Ruppe 

concurred that charges were rolled into one and the process for invoicing needs to be more specific and 

detailed. The Hemann-Grover charge was increased by $7.00 from prior bills. This change in invoice was 

not noticed until after checks were done. Kosmicki will contact them to see if they would want to wait 

for the total invoice to be paid or add the extra to next month’s bill. Thomforde made a motion to 

approve and pay bills with the exception of Couri-Ruppe until final disposition is determined and hold 

the Hemann-Grover bill until they are contacted to see what their preference is regarding waiting until 

next month to be paid or make up the difference next month. Fahy-Gust seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  

 

Mail/Miscellaneous 

• Information item - Olmsted County 2025 CBAS information was forwarded to the supervisors 

previously. 

• Information item – Olmsted County is soliciting requests for the development of the former 

Seneca property. 

• Rideability sent information in accordance with a previous CUP.  

• People’s Energy Cooperative is holding an annual meeting and an opportunity to vote on issues. 

Thomforde will most likely attend.  

• Couri& Ruppe is holding several Township Legal Seminars in numerous locations for any 

supervisors interested.  

• Short Course Dates and Location were provided. Short Course in Rochester will be on March 18th 

Township Officer compensation is $20.00 per hour plus mileage and $75.00 registration fee. 

Discussion occurred regarding whether deputy treasurer should attend. The election will occur 

before the Reorganization meeting. Thomforde made a motion to pay Walters to attend the 

Short Course Training conditional on attendance by Bob Figy, registration fee and $20.00 per 

hour. Fahy-Gust seconded; motion carried 3-0.   

 

Adjournment  – Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded, motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 3:25 PM 

 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

February 2025

Ending Balance of January, 2025 statement $4,388.77

Income
Date Check #/Cash Description Amount
02/06/25 Deposit $75.00
02/12/25 Online Transfer From MMDA Account - Bills Transfer $4,500.00
02/14/25 Deposit $75.00
02/28/25 Deposit $75.00
02/28/25 Online Transfer From MMDA Account $500.00
02/28/25 Interest $0.40

Total Deposits: $5,225.40
Debits
Date Check #/Online Description Amount
2/5/25 4756 Duane Friese - Gopher Bounty $152.50
2/10/25 Online Bevcomm Telephone Payment $78.37
2/18/25 4765 Michael Wood $1,190.00
2/18/25 4768 Hemann Grovver & Co LTD $562.00
2/18/25 4773 Ann Fahy-Gust $29.26
2/18/25 20709 Wages $392.49
2/19/25 4769 Adam's Pest Control $75.00
2/19/25 4772 David A. Andrist $40.60
2/19/25 20707 Wages $323.22
2/19/25 20708 Wages $518.66
2/19/25 20710 Wages $228.56
2/20/25 4764 Ag Partners Co-Op $493.86
2/20/25 4770 Grimsrud Publishing Inc. $39.38
2/20/25 4771 Column Software PBC $53.13
2/25/25 Online Culligan of Greater Rochester $63.95
2/25/25 Online People's Co-Op Electric Payment $193.75
2/25/25 4767 Couri and Ruppe PLLP $1,788.75
2/26/25 4766 Olmsted County Assoc of TWSPS $200.00

Total Debits: $6,423.48

Ending Balance of February 2025 statement $3,190.69



TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

February 2025

Ending Balance of January, 2025 statement $156,991.13

Income
Date Decription Amount
1/24/2025 Olmsted County Payments $31,536.76
1/31/2025 Interest $231.68

Total Deposits: $31,768.44

Debits
Date Description Amount
2/12/2025 Online Transfer $4,500.00
2/28/2025 Online Transfer $500.00

Total Debits: $5,000.00

Ending Balance of February 2025 statement $183,759.57



New Haven Township 
OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 

 

Canvassing Board March 11, 2025 – Election Results 

Clerk Kosmicki called the New Haven Board of Canvas to order at 8:49 PM on March 11, 2025.  
Quorum requirements were met with Supervisor/Election Judge Ann Fahy-Gust and 
Supervisor/Election Judge David Andrist present. Election Head Judge Donna Beyer and Election 
Judge Larry Mattson were in attendance. Clerk Kosmicki issued oath to the Board of Canvass 
members.     

Election results, signed by all the election judges, were presented.  Kosmicki made a motion to 
certify the following election results:   

Township Supervisor Seat B – 3-year term 
Dale J. Thomforde  35 at poll 7 absentee  42 total votes 
Chris Hawkins (write-in)   1 at poll      1 total votes 
Dave O’Brien (write-in)    1 at poll      1 total votes 
 
Special Election for Town Clerk to fill vacancy – 1-year term 
Bonnie Kosmicki   39 at poll 7 absentee  46 total votes 
Cole Nielsen (write-in)    1 at poll     1 total votes 
 
Township Treasurer – 2-year term 
Robert Figy      9 at poll 4 absentee  13 total votes 
Hannah Walters (write-in)   5 at poll 3 absentee    8 total votes 
Chris Hawkins (write-in) 28 at poll 0 absentee  28 total votes 
There were 52 voters at the poll, and 7 absentee voters. 

Election Judges:  Head Judge Donna Beyer, Ann Fahy-Gust, David Andrist, Larry Mattson 

Additional notes: 
 There were 989 registered voters at the opening of the poll. 
 There were no new/changed voter registrations. 
 There were 7 accepted absentee ballots cast, and 52 ballots cast at the poll. 
 There were no curbside ballots cast 
 

Fahy-Gust made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Andrist and carried 3-0.  
Clerk Kosmicki adjourned the meeting at 8:55 PM.   

 

Signed:       Attest:    

 

Date:        Date: 

Ann Fahy-Gust , Chair     Bonnie Kosmicki  
New Haven Town Board    New Haven Township Clerk 
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OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 
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Reorganization Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2025, 4:00 PM  

New Haven Town Hall 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance the Reorganization meeting was called to order by supervisor Fahy-

Gust at 4:00 PM. In addition to Fahy-Gust, supervisors Thomforde and Andrist, treasurer Hawkins and 

clerk Kosmicki were present. Andrist made a motion to approve the agenda as written, Fahy-Gust 

seconded, motion carried.  

 

Selection of Township Board members to the following roles: 

 

Board chair - Andrist made a motion nominating Fahy-Gust to remain as chair of the board, Thomforde 

seconded, motion carried with Fahy-Gust abstaining. Fahy-Gust accepted. 

 

Vice Chair – Andrist made a motion nominating Thomforde to remain as vice chair, Fahy Gust seconded, 

motion carried with Thomforde abstaining, Thomforde accepted. 

 

Rural Fire District Representative – Thomforde made a motion for Fahy-Gust to remain in this role, 

Andrist seconded, motion carried. 

 

Representative to Township Cooperative Planning Association – Thomforde nominated Andrist to 

remain in this role, Fahy-Gust seconded, motion carried. 

 

Designate 

 

Road Supervisor – Fahy made a motion to nominate Andrist to continue as road supervisor, Thomforde 

seconded, motion carried, Andrist accepted. 

 

Building Maintenance Supervisor – Fahy-Gust nominated Thomforde to continue as Building 

Maintenance Supervisor, Andrist seconded, motion carried, Thomforde accepted. 

 

Official bank as township Depository – Fahy-Gust made a motion that Frandsen Bank and Trust would 

remain the township official bank. Andrist seconded, motion carried. 

 

Official publication Newspaper – Fahy-Gust made a motion to continue to utilize the Rochester Post 

Bulletin and Zumbrota News Record as the official newspapers for publishing notices. Thomforde 

seconded; motion carried. 

 

Locations for posted notices – Fahy-Gust made a motion that notices will continue to be posted on the 

townhall door and the township’s website. Thomforde seconded; motion carried. 

 

Set fees and Compensation 

 

Town hall Rental and designate contact person – Fahy-Gust made a motion for rental fees to remain at 

$75.00 non-commercial, $125 Commercial, both for New Haven residents only. Andrist seconded. 

Motion carried. Kosmicki will remain the contact person for townhall rental interactions/questions. 

Discussion occurred relative to storage of equipment by those who use the townhall, specifically The 

Zumbro Woodturners Club. An additional cabinet has been brought in to store their equipment. 



2025 Reorganization Meeting Minutes April 1, 2025  2 
 

Previously, the club sought permission to bring in a storage cabinet but no supervisor was approached 

for approval of additional storage unit. Increasing the rental fee an additional $25.OO per month was 

proposed as well as updating the rental agreement form to include a statement that storage of any 

equipment by anyone renting the hall without prior approval from the board is prohibited. An additional 

statement will indicate that the township will not be held liable for any equipment being stored at the 

hall. Fahy-Gust will draft a letter to send to the club informing them of the increase in rent and inviting a 

representative to attend a future board meeting to further discuss the issue of equipment storage.  

 

Town hall cleaning – hourly rate and hour limit - Andrist made a motion that the hourly rate for cleaning 

the townhall will remain $20.00 per hour with a 10-hour monthly limit, Thomforde seconded, motion 

carried.  

 

Gopher Bounty – Thomforde made a motion for the gopher bounty to remain at $2.50 for pocket 

gophers and $1.00 for streakies. Andrist seconded, motion carried. The gopher bounty claim form will be 

changed from “Board Member” signature to “Officer” signature.  

 

Election judges – Andrist made a motion for the election judge wage to remain at $20.00 per hour, 

Thomforde seconded, motion carried.  

 

Township officer compensation, 

• Supervisors, current compensation for supervisors is $200/month stipend; $75.00/meeting; 

$20.00/hour other duties, training. Andrist made a motion to continue this compensation, 

Thomforde seconded, motion carried. 

• Clerk – current compensation for the clerk is a$400/month stipend; $75.00/meeting; 

$20.00/hour other duties, training. Andrist made a motion to increase the stipend to $500.00 

with the other rates of pay to remaining the same. Thomforde seconded; motion carried. 

• Treasurer – current compensation for the treasurer is $300/month stipend; $75.00/meeting; 

$20.00/hour other duties, training. Thomforde made a motion that compensation for the 

treasurer remain the same, Andrist seconded, motion carried. 

• Deputy Clerk – Fahy-Gust made a motion for the deputy clerk be compensated at $30.00 per 

hour when performing duties in the absence of the clerk. Thomforde seconded; motion carried.  

• Deputy Treasurer- Thomforde made a motion for the deputy treasured be compensated at 

$30.00 per hour when performing duties in the absence of the treasurer. Andrist seconded, 

motion carried. 

Approve 4-H project(s) and donation – Currently the 4-H club is not charge for use of the town hall and 

a yearly donation of $500.00 is made to the club. Club members alternate years to either do ditch pick 

up or cemetery cleaning. Andrist made a motion to continue this donation as is, Fahy-Gust seconded, 

motion carried.  

 

Mileage compensation – Current federal mileage reimbursement is 0.70/mile. Andrist made a motion to 

adopt the federal rate, Fahy-Gust seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Temporary Construction Permits – This permit is used mainly for ROW projects by electric and 

telephone companies. There has been occasion when the permit was used for seasonal garden stands. 

No changes to permit fee. The title of the form will be change to Right of Way Construction permit.  

Driveway permits – Discussion held regarding increasing permit fee and statements in the form needing 

to be modified. Thomforde made a motion to increase the cost of a driveway permit to $100.00 and to 

modify to form by removing the statement Any culvert required shall be provided to applicant by New 
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Haven Township with the applicant paying the township’s actual cost; provided that applicant may use 

own culvert subject to prior approval by town board prior to installation. Andrist seconded, motion 

carried. When driveway permits are issued, Andrist will go to the site, complete the form and collect the 

fee.  

Mailbox installation – Currently there is no charge for installation of swing away mailbox posts. It was 

reported that Olmsted County charges $175.00. Discussion occurred as to whether or not the township 

should recover the cost of the post and installation labor. The challenge is to not disincentivize residents 

from purchasing a swing away and put in their own post risking being broken by the snow plow.  

Thomforde made a motion to charge $100.00 for mailbox post and installation. Andrist seconded, 

motion carried.  

 

Adopt fee schedule (copies, NSF checks, etc) – The New Haven Township Fee Policy adopted in 2019 

was reviewed. Thomforde made a motion that fees remain the same with the exception of burn permits. 

Andrist seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Cemetery contributions for three cemeteries – Andrist made a motion to keep donation to the three 

cemeteries at $3000.00 each. Thomforde seconded. Motion carried 

 

Review 

 

Planning & Zoning Advisory Commission appointments & compensation, Supervisor representative – 

Current members of the commission are C. Hawkins, K. Toft, B. Allen, K. Weis, L. Plantz, J. Wolfe, M. 

Bruce. Hawkins. Chris Hawkins, current chair of the commission, will confirm with members their 

intention to remain or not. Thomforde will be the representative supervisor replacing Andrist. 

Compensation will remain at $50.00 per meeting. 

 

Board of Adjustment appointments & compensation – Dave O’Brien is currently the chair. He will 

confirm member’s intent on remaining on the BoA. There were no meetings held in 2024. Compensation 

will remain at $50.00 per meeting.  

 

Schedule of regular meeting calendar, time, cancelation dates – Thomforde made a motion to approve 

the proposed schedule, Andrist seconded. Motion carried. 

 

Determine Indigenous People’s Day and day after Thanksgiving as holidays – Town hall is only open by 

appointment.  

 

Roads 

 

Consider any urgent road concerns, schedule start of road rocking – This item will be placed on the next 

regular meeting agenda 

 

Set Date and time for spring road inspection – This item will be placed on the next regular meeting 

agenda. 

 

Resolutions 

Check signers Resolution Designating Check Signer 2025-07 was reviewed and approved. 

 

Access to Safe Deposit Box Resolution Designating Officers Authorized to Access Safe Deposit Box 2025-

08 was reviewed and approved. 
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Access to Frandsen Bank accounts information – Any person listed as a check signer may have access to 

bank account information after proper paperwork is completed through on-line business banking 

department. 

 

Access to LPL Account information - Clientworks website – Resolution Designating Officers Authorized 

to Access LPL Investments Online Information was reviewed and approved.  

 

Update MAT Officer Contact List – This item will be place on the next regular meeting agenda. 

 

State Auditor Report – This has been completed and submitted to the state. 

 

Adjournment - Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned 6:11 PM 

 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2025 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were 

Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order- Supervisor Andrist made a motion to approve agenda as printed, Supervisor 

Thomforde seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Comments from Chair – Thanked people from coming, good to have people attend.  

 

Comments from the public – Fahy-Gust will hold public comments she has received from individuals 

until Miscellaneous agenda item.  

 

TCPA – Metes and Bound Subdivision – Baker Farms LLC – Summary of the split was provided. TCPA staff 

recommended approval of request to subdivide parcel. Fahy-Gust had questions that were related to a 

portion of the subdivision being included in an adjoining 35-acre parcel. Because this subdivision is not a 

standard 5- and 35-acre split and crosses section lines, this would have been sent through the Variance 

Committee prior for approval of a non-standard split. The split would create two non-farm parcels in a 

quarter-quarter section. After further discussion with landowner and buyer, it was decided to look at 

adjusting the property to be totally in section 15 to avoid taking the request through the Variance 

Committee and losing a buildable site. They will return at a later date.  Request is on hold.  

 

Consent Agenda – Andrist made a motion to approve the Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes March 

8, 2025, Canvasing Board Election Results Minutes March 11, 2025, and Reorganization Meeting Minutes 

April 1, 2025, all as one. Thomforde seconded; motion carried 3-0 

 

Old Business 

Solar Energy Farms Ordinance – Defer to May meeting.  

Cannabis Ordinance Update – TCPA will be scheduling a canvas meeting with the Planning and 

Zoning Commission regarding the ordinance and public hearing for same. Oronoco, Cascade, and 

Rochester township Planning Commissions have scheduled public hearings.  

 

Quarry Gate Installation Update – Mike Wood has installed a new gate at the entrance to the 

quarry. Andrist will provide a padlock. Members of the board, the farmer renting, and DeCook will 

have keys.  

 

New Business 

Reorganization Meeting Follow Up Items –  

• Zumbro Valley Wood Turners Letter - Faye-Gust sent a letter to the club inviting them to a 

meeting to discuss the additional storage brought in to the hall and the additional rent for 

storage.  

• Set Date for Spring Road Inspection – Meeting set for April 8, 2025 at 8:00 AM. Meeting 

date and time will be posted. Jim Tewalt approached Fahy-Gust with a concern about people 
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speeding on the road by his house. He is requesting a caution sign be installed indicating 

children being in proximity, ie: Children at Play. This will be discussed during the road 

inspection for consideration. Speed limit on country roads is 55 mph.  

• Schedule Start of Road Rocking – Mike will have a map for rocking at the road inspection. 

There are still road restrictions in place.  

• Consider any Urgent Road Conditions – None. 

• Update MAT Contact Information – Deputies are not normally included in this information. 

Dale’s address will be changed to his home address. The treasurer’s email will be updated to 

the new email address. Other officer information remains the same.   

 

Chloride – Chloride for dust mitigation is applied after rocking and grading is done. Past practice is to 

contact several companies to get a quote. Andrist will contact companies to get quotes and provide the 

information at the Road Inspection Meeting. Quality Propane has provided good service in the past.  

 

Resolution for Compensation of Township Officers – Compensation for township officers remained $75 

per meeting, monthly stipend for supervisors remained a the same at $200.00 per month, stipend  for 

treasurer remained the same at $300.00 per month, and clerk stipend was increased to $500.00 per 

month. Town officers performing town officer duties beyond regular duties will be compensated at 

$20.00 per hour. The hourly rate for deputy treasurer and deputy treasurer is $30.00 per hour and will 

not receive a stipend. Mileage compensation will follow federal guidelines, currently $0.70 per mile.  

Preapproval is needed for purchases greater than $200.00. 

 

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Line Project Update – Supervisor Thomforde provided a 

detailed overview of this project. Xcel has released what they have identified as their preferred routed 

which is south of Pine Island to the CapX line with a double circuited line to the apple orchard. This route 

is preferred as there would be fewer right of way issues. Many homeowners along 75th Street - Highway 

63 have planted trees and bushes that would need to be clear cut from the ROW. Supervisor Thomforde 

has a preference to follow the existing CapX crossing Lake Zumbro to the east. There are fewer residents 

along this route than Xcel’s preferred route and it is less costly.  An environmental impact statement will 

be released in early May. Followed by public hearings and meetings with a comment period. The final EIS 

will be issued later.  

 

TCPA Meeting Recap – The cannabis ordinance was sent back to TCPA for additional changes. There was 

discussion on right of ways, easements costs, reimbursements, utility easements. There was discussion 

of building inspection costs and TCPA will not be taking on the responsibly. There were some changes to 

members attending due to retirements.  

 

OCTOA – There is a move to have county commissioners attend the meetings to enhance relationships. 

Bare root tree sales through Soil Conservation are happening and will continue to the middle of April. 

There was discussion of different county roads being paved. The County has 520 miles of roads and 320 

bridges. Thomforde reported the township election numbers for the County. Next meeting is May 22nd, 

hosted by Kalmar and Orion.  

 

Road Report – Some blading has been done. There was a washout in the Kitchen area that was repaired. 

105th Street was bladed, and a good job was done. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Hawkins brought new signature pages that need to be signed. He 

provided a detailed report of financial transactions for the month of March.   
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Thomforde made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, motion carried. 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – First half of Rural Fire Association dues are being paid as well as the yearly property 

taxes. Cemetery donations are being sent this month. Couri & Ruppe have withdrawn their bill for 

$344.75, check number 4785 will be voided. Thomforde made a motion to pay all bills. Andrist 

seconded, motion carried. A fire escrow fund needs to be set up, possibly open a CD with Frandsen 

Bank.   This would need to be completed through resolution.  

 

Mail/Miscellaneous –  

Bob Figy was thanked for his years of service. There has not been a past practice established for gifts or 

other special recognition for retiring officers.  

Dick Presnall has passed, his funeral in April 12th. Flowers will be ordered. Dick once served as clerk for 

the township. 

Olmsted County has been voted the best place to work in 2024 

There will be tours of Olmsted County waste to Energy on April 26th. Fahy-Gust recommended anyone 

attend if they are able as the process is very interesting.  

The final report has to be filed for the ARPA fund by the end of the month. The money has all been spent 

a while ago. Thomforde will complete.  

 

Adjournment – Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded, motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:10 PM. 

 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 

Frandsen Bank Checking Account $2,861.76 

Money Market Account             $180,545.13 

Less outstanding checks $100.00 

Total Bank Balance $183,306.89 

Investments Frandsen Bank 4.4% 8/22/2025 $100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota, 5.2% 3/04/205 $50,000.00 

Flagstar Bank, 4.7% (semiannual) 7/25/2025 $100,000.00 

Total Investments $250,000.00 

Balance Total Bank Balance $183,306.89 

Total Investments $250,000.00 

Total Combined Balance $433,306.89 



$3,190.69

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

03/03/25 Deposit/Hall Rental $75.00

03/07/25 Deposit $200.00

03/11/25 Deposit/PAR?? $1,000.00

03/13/25 Online Transfer From MMDA Account - Bills Transfer $2,500.00

03/17/25 Online Transfer Request by Dale $1,000.00

03/31/25 Interest $0.31

Total Deposits: $4,775.31

Debits

Date

Check 

#/Online Description Amount

3/1/25 Online Culligan $63.95

3/1/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $174.45

3/4/2025 Online Go Daddy. Com 155.88

3/7/25 4774 Herman Grover and Co $142.00

3/7/25 4775 Dale Thomforde $75.78

3/7/25 4776 Michael Wood $2,610.00

3/7/25 4777 Column Software   $57.96

3/7/25 4778 Grimsrud Publishing Inc. $41.56

3/7/25 4780 Kari Toft $50.00

3/7/25 4781 Michael Bruce $50.00

3/7/25 4782 Chris Hawkins $50.00

3/7/25 4783 Jacob Wolfe $50.00

3/10/2025 Online BevComm Tel 78.37

3/12/25 20711 Wages $392.49

3/12/25 20712 Wages $544.86

3/12/25 20713 Wages $323.22

3/13/25 20714 Wages $193.93

3/18/25 Online Deluxe Check $49.79

Total Debits: $5,104.24

$2,861.76

Outstanding checks

4779

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

March 2025

Ending Balance of February, 2025 statement

Ending Balance of March 2025 statement



$183,759.57

Income

Date Decription Amount

 

3/31/2025 Interest $285.56

Total Deposits: $285.56

Debits

Date Description Amount

3/13/2025 Online Transfer $2,500.00

3/17/2025 Online Transfer $1,000.00

Total Debits: $3,500.00

$180,545.13

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

March 2025

Ending Balance as of 2/28/25 statement

Ending Balance as of 3/31/25 statement
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Board of Appeals and Equalization New Haven Township 

Meeting Minutes 

April 9, 2025 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order at 9:30 am by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust. 

Also in attendance was Supervisor Dale Thomforde, Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki, Josh Denisen Olmsted County 

Appraiser Supervisor, Ryan Kraft Olmsted Appraiser Property Records & Licensing Department, and 

Jennifer Cafourek Olmsted County Appraiser.  

Art Gust 12851 County Rd 5 NW Pine Island, has two parcels, one being 8.3 acres appraised at 

$37,400.00 for 2026. This parcel, 85.05.23.038482, is completely landlocked, completely in a flood plan 

and is wooded but not harvestable. Mr. Gust considers this parcel to be appraised at roughly 4 times the 

value of tillable land.  He reports that the land has flooded at least twice in the last four years. Denisen 

stated that the typical appraisal for pasture/wooded ground is around $4500.00 in Olmsted County. An 

adjustment has not been made in consideration of the property being in a flood plan but this could be 

looked into. Gust reiterated that there is no value as to harvesting wood. Kraft informed hunting ground 

in Olmsted County has been sold for around $4,500.00 to $5,000.00 an acre. Some waste ground has 

sold for $3000.00 an acre. Gust would not consider it to be good hunting ground due to how narrow it is 

and proximity to neighbors. The parcel is landlocked and could not be sold separately unless a neighbor 

would be interested. Denisen agreed to take a look at some comparable properties but felt that the 

appraised value was within range of others. This issue can’t be resolved today as there is not a quorum 

to vote as a board member is the spouse of Mr. Gust, and co-owner of the property. The County Board 

meets in June and there is time to contact Mr. Gust with a resolution.  

Dale McNamara, 11814 County Rd 5 NW Pine Island, 85.07.32.079920, the estimated taxable value of 

the property increased $100,000.00 for 2026 with no improvements to the property. Denisen provided 

an overview that some larger increases were needed in New Haven Township. A fairly substantial land 

increase in 2026 as the appraised values hadn’t been updated since 2018 -2019. As an example, a 5-acre 

site in 2019 would be valued at $90,000.00, now a 5-acre site would sell for around $160, 000.00 to 

$175,000.00. With that market activity, land values have increased in every township in Olmsted County. 

Aside from this, there were some other market condition adjustments that were made. There were 

seven sales within New Haven township that can help explain where the increase came from. A sales 

ratio is determined by a calculation applied to purchase price of sold properties. The sales ratio is then 

applied to the purchase price of sold properties in New Haven Township. The median is then 

determined, if the sales ratio is under 90%, the county is obligated to become compliant with Minnesota 

regulations. Before any increases, values were at 69 to 70% overall and the state of Minnesota would 

have intervened.  Assessments need to be at market value. As market value goes up, exclusions diminish. 

Property taxes, on average, increased 18% in New Haven township. New Haven currently has the lowest 

tax mill rate in the county.  Denison recommended no changes at this time and will set up and time with 

Mr. McNamara to take a look at the property. Fahy-Gust proposed to vote no change with provision that 

the county appraiser would visit the property. Thomforde seconded. Motion carried 2-0.  
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Two clerical errors had occurred where the system converted back to Ag value as opposed to 

development property, one was Trenton Foster 85.26.11.086807, next was David Finegan’s property 

85.05.42.083805. The value differences will be added back on.  

Other properties that the appraiser has visited and made adjustments are: 

Hanna Regan, 85.05.22.078177 – A real estate appraisal was provided. The property value was adjusted 

from $436,900 to $399,100. 

Ronald Breid, 85.35.21.039025 – a square footage adjustment was made. A reduction was made from 

$644,800 to $594,100  

Alex Schmitt, 85.04.43.059398 – This was a recent sale, a real estate appraisal was provided. A square 

footage adjustment was also done.  A reduction was made from $839,300 to $792,300. 

Jeffrey Eastman, 85.23.41.070009– Overall condition was reviewed. A reduction was made from 

$654,600 to $583,300 

Martin Kautzer, 85.27.42.038890 – This property is in a flood plain. The main reduction was related to 

the land being in a flood plain.  A reduction was made from $562,700 to $502,400. 

Matthew Reese, 85.34.22.038991 – an appraisal was received by the appraiser this morning, 

recommendation was to vote not change on this property until there is more time for a proper review. 

Currently the property is assessed on $618,400. 

Fahy-Gust made a motion to approve all recommendations given; Thomforde seconded. Motion carried.  

Fahy-Gust made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded. 

Adjourned at 10:05 AM. 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Signed:        Signed 

 

Date:        Date: 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair      Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board Chair      Township Clerk 
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New Haven Township Spring Road Inspection 

April 18, 2025  

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, Ann Fahy-Gust called the Road Inspection Meeting to order. 

Supervisors Dave Andrist and Dale Thomforde were in attendance as well as Clerk Kosmicki and Road-

Maintenance Contractor Mike Wood. Those present were transported in Dave Andrist’s personal vehicle. 

No member of the public was in attendance. 

The following in a summary of discussion and items noted to be addressed and/or rectified.  

 

The Keller Quarry is filling up. DeCook has an additional approximately 200,000 yards of dirt to bring in.  

A new gate has been installed at the entrance. 

 

The roads that are to be rerocked this year are: 

Streets – 85th, 100th, 105th, 125th, 115th 

Avenues -110th, 95th 

Riverheights Ct. 

Road restrictions are scheduled to be lifted next Wednesday. 

 

1. Issue: 85th Street, Mark Gunderson 

Action: There are marked trees since last year that need to be removed. The ditch also needs to 

be cleared. 

2. Issue: 110th Ave 

Action: The bridge sign on the NW corner needs to be straightened. Ditch cleaned out. 

3. Issue: 110th Ave, Jim Tewalt 

Action: Jim has requested a sign be posted by his residence directing drivers to slow down as 

there are often children present. Speed limit on country roads is 55 mph, the town board does 

not have the authority to reduce speed limits but advisory signs can be posted. Mike Wood will 

order and install advisory road signs indicating 30 mph around the curve.  

4. Issue: 105th Street – Logs in Ditch 

Action: It is not known who logged and left wood in the ditch. Will look back in a month to see if 

they have been removed.  

5. Issue: 105th Cty Road 3 intersection 

Action: There is a box elder tree that needs to be removed. 

6. Issue: 115th Street Bushes in ROW 

Action: Home owner agreed last year to have the Township remove the bushes.  

 

Chloride application was discussed. Supervisor Andrist contacted several suppliers and based on cost and 

available equipment such as a nurse truck. Thomforde made a motion to select Freeborn County Co-op 

Oil to provide the service this year. Andrist seconded, motion carried.  Chloride will be applied sometime 
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between May 12th and 26th. Cost of chloride for homeowners will remain $99.00 for first 300 feet and 

$66.00 for each additional 100 feet. Times to purchase stakes will be Monday May 5th, 10:00 to Noon 

(Thomforde), Wednesday May 7th, 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm (Andrist), Friday May 9th, 4:00 to 6:00 pm (Fahy-

Gust) and Saturday May 10th, 1:00 – 4:00 pm (Fahy-Gust). 

 

Adjournment: Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Fahy-Gust seconded, motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 10:31 am. A total of 39.4 miles was traveled. 

 

 

 

 

Signed:        Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair      Bonnie Kosmicki, Clerk 

 

Date:        Date: 
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

May 13, 2025 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were Deputy 

Treasurer Hannah Walters, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order- Supervisor Fahy-Gust requested the addition of bush and tree trimming to the agenda 

under new business. Thomforde made a motion to approve agenda as written with the addition of tree and 

bush trimming.  Supervisor Andrist seconded; motion carried 3-0. 

 

Comments from Public – Bert Otto 6525 85th Street NW reported as a final condition of the Conditional Use 

Permit an eleven-month update on progress on his project. Grading plans for the pond were approved by 

Olmsted County and TCPA after a year and a half working with Civil Engineering. Otto expects to be open for 

business next year.  A water sample does not need to be submitted until the business is open.  

 

Public Hearing – Rezone request – Owen Allen – Before opening the public hearing Fahy-Gust commented that 

the board has not received any written comment from the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission regarding 

the rezoning request and also asked for verification that residents within a quarter mile were notified of the 

rezoning request. Because of the absence of written recommendation from the P&Z Advisory Commission and 

the chair of the committee not being present, Fahy-Gust requested that the public hearing be rescheduled at a 

later date. In addition, she recommends that public hearings be scheduled at a date other than regular 

meetings, possibly the week before or after.  Fahy-Gust opened the public hearing for rezoning request of Owen 

Allen. Information is available from TCPA but not from New Haven Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission 

therefore Fahy-Gust requested to recess the public hearing until May 20th at 6:30 pm. Thomforde inquired 

whether there was anyone specifically present for the public hearing, none present. Thomforde made motion 

to recess the public hearing until Tuesday May 20th at 6:30, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  

 

Metes and Bounds Subdivision – follow up, Baker Farms LLC – Changes were made as suggested to include the 

entire subdivision in section 15. Thomforde made a motion to approve the metes and bounds subdivision for 

Baker Farms LLC, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes April 8, 2025, 

Board of Appeals and Equalization Meeting Minutes April 9, 2025, and Road Inspection Meeting Minutes April 

18th, 2025, as written. Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

Solar Energy Farms Ordinance – Clerk Kosmicki has received changes recommended by the Planning and 

Zoning Advisory Commission. The final draft will be sent to the supervisors before next regular meeting. A 

public hearing will be scheduled when a final recommendation is made.  

Cannabis Ordinance Update – The proposed cannabis ordinance was discussed at the Planning and Zoning 

Advisory Commission meeting. No changes were made and the commission recommended approving it.  A 

public hearing will need to be held before approval by the Town Board. 

 

Zumbro Valley Woodturners Fahy-Gust spoke with a representative of the Woodturners regarding the 

additional equipment being stored and there not being prior approval to store additional items. An 
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invitation was extended to come to the May meeting but were not able to attend. They will plan to attend 

the June meeting.  

 

New Business 

Hope Farms CUP - Prior to opening up for discussion, Fahy-Gust commented that there has not yet been a 

conversation with Hope Farms owners reviewing the details of the Conditional Use Permit (CUP) that 

transfers with the property. The conditional use permit does allow a garden center. The owners of Hope 

Farms were invited to attend night’s meeting and were in attendance. Fahy-Gust proposed giving the 

owners an opportunity to describe their plans for the property and give neighbors the opportunity to 

discuss their concerns. The details of the conditional use permit will not be discussed at this time as the 

owners have not had an opportunity to discuss what is and is not allowed under the CUP. The owners were 

allowed to open as the CUP goes with the land and there were some extenuating circumstances. John 

Zimmerman recently purchased land in the area and came to know the previous owner who has since 

passed away. The sister of the previous owner connected with Zimmerman and expressed that the family 

was moving forward to selling the property. Zimmerman subsequently purchased the property and the 

family has been working the last 6 weeks to resume operations. His desire is to carry on the greenhouse 

and to heat a greenhouse through the winter, to be a resource for school children, senior groups, and being 

open to doing whatever is appropriate. Zimmerman acknowledged that there has been increased 

commotion due to getting ready to open for the season. Most of that activity is done now. The desire is to 

have the greenhouse open and bring people together. He has heard and understands that there are 

concerns that Collins Feed and Seed is moving to the site. The brand Collins Feed and Seed will be sun 

setted, with the only product carrying over being the proprietary bird seed. Fahy-Gust thanked Zimmerman 

for his summary and stated there will be a meeting with him in the near future to discuss the conditions of 

the CUP in detail. Fahy-Gust invited any comments from those in attendance.  

 

Sue Haakenson 9446 88th Ave NW Pine Island 

1. Spoke positively of having a greenhouse in the area. She stated the property was beautiful and feels 

 this areas needs and many people used Wally’s. She had a positive experience at the greenhouse 

 and would like to see them stay in the neighborhood. 

2. Inquired of Zimmerman if he expected every weekend to be like the grand opening. Zimmerman  stated 

 that it was very busy due to the grand opening being announced to Collins Feed and Seed Customers, 

 friends and family social media coming, a news station showed up. Zimmerman stated he was present 

 the entire day working to get everyone in and out safely.   

 

Jan Rupprecht 7222 100th St NW – 

Jan questioned Fahy-Gust if others will have access the conditional use permit document after the 

owners have an opportunity to review the CUP. Fahy-Gust stated that CUP has been reviewed and 

conditions are understood, there will be additional discussion at a board meeting. New Conditional Use 

Permits require a public hearing, existing CUP’s travel with the land. New owners are required to come 

in to discuss the CUP so that conditions are understood. There is no requirement to have a public 

hearing for an existing CUP.  

 

Kory Weis 7741 100th St NW Pine Island – 

It is Weis’s understanding from the previous owner who spoke to the neighbors that the business 

would be strictly wholesale. Fahy-Gust explained that the CUP does allow wholesale and retail and that 

the previous owner did intend to have a retail business. Weis expressed concern that the public hearing 

held during covid would not be considered public. Duly noted. Weis noted several neighbors are 

impacted by the business and the CUP would state that activities would not be injurious to them. The 

traffic was greatly increased over the weekend.   
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Cory Simonson 7330 110th St NW Pine Island –  

1. Safety due to heavy traffic is very much a concern. Quality of life and disruption of peace and quiet is a 

concern. There were numerous cars parked in his driveway. Zimmerman did address the issue, Simonson 

thanked him for that. Simonson feels that this has been injurious to his property. He voiced support of 

Zimmerman’s success however wholesale versus retail is completely different in their impact.  

2. Commented that he doesn’t want a focus on contribution to the community to supersede residents and 

neighbors, that’s why zoning regulations are in place.  

 

Kim Rupprecht 7222 100st St NW Pine Island 

1.  Kim resides on the property just east of Hope Farms and has been there for 30 years. He requests 

clarification on the term conditional use permit. Fahy-Gust explained that there are conditions that are 

reviewed, making sure the requirements under which the CUP was issued are met. Without knowing the 

requirements of the CUP it’s difficult to address the issues. Fahy-Gust explained that is would not be fair 

to discuss that details of the CUP at this time until the Zimmerman’s have the opportunity to know, 

understand and address the requirements of the CUP.  

2. Kim articulated that he typically welcomes neighbors, he was saddened by Randy’s death and wasn’t 

aware that the property had been sold. The first he knew about plans for the property was through an 

article in the Post Bulletin that was alarming. It seemed clear that there are aspirations for the property. 

Rupprecht’s concern is for the serenity of the neighborhood. His primary concern is the issue of scale 

and activities and noise. Zimmerman said they are very flexible in how the property is used and is open 

to feedback.  

 

Becky Bosch 7331 100th St NW Pine Island 

Proposed a question as to how to get input and specific questions in the review process and 

establishing what needs to happen. Fahy-Gust indicated that she has been given a list of concerns from 

residents. The contents of the document will be included in the discussion with John. Bosch asked how 

to any additional concerns get forwarded to the board. Fahy-Gust directed that any additional concerns 

that need to be addressed be emailed to afahygust@gmail or nhtownship@bevcomm.net or call Ann at 

507-206-9772. Issues that have been listed are safety, disruption of rural character, property values, 

how do existing CUP’s get reviewed, what are the conditions of the CUP, increased scale of business, 

expanding business, future hopes for the business, and Collins Feed and Seed following. All concerns 

will be reviewed with the Zimmermans. There will be a review of what the Zimmermans want to do and 

whether it fits within the conditional use permit and if not and they have a strong desire to work in one 

direction or another, there would a need for a new CUP.  

 

Leigha Verderame 7245 100st St NW 

1. Resides across the road from the property and is supportive of small businesses, a greenhouse, garden 

center and nursery, whether wholesale or retail is similar to what Randy was doing. Commercials on TV, 

and a large social media following, reading the article in the Post Bulletin, not knowing what was 

coming, was very concerning as there was potential for an event center, vineyard, open year-round. In 

meeting minutes from April 2020, Randy discussed home-based business CUP, does owning a second 

property in New Haven township qualify for home-based business. Faye-Gust stated that clarification 

will come later. Zimmerman apologized for speaking with the Post Bulletin and expressing what he was 

hoping to do.  

2. Commented that there is a notable increase in dust due to increased traffic and could anything be done 

to mitigate the dust. Zimmerman has already contacted and ordered chloride to be applied. 

 

Mark Stenberg 7227 100th St NW 

 Told Hope (John Zimmerman’s daughter) to not give up hope to someday have her wedding on the 

property. His wedding happened on his property across the street with a band and a dance. We notified 

the neighbors that it was going to be a little noisy and we had a great time. All is not lost. 
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Molly Mullens 7445 100 St NW 

 She remembers going to Wally’s as a young child and it was special. She doesn’t recall there being a lot 

of traffic. Social media ramps thing up, having a residential greenhouse would not be a bad thing. Hours 

of operation is something that is important to understand.  

 

Fahy-Gust thanked everyone for their input and participation. Zimmermans will be contacted to set up a 

meeting. There will be another meeting to discuss next steps. If you want to be included notifications 

when the website is update, go https://newhaventownship.org and submit your subscription request.  

 

Farm stand for Honey Hive – Kim and David Luckey 9205 69th Ave NW have bee hives and they want a 

summer farm stand to sell their honey as self-service. Farm stands are allowed with permission. They 

stand is outside the ROW. There is no cost for permitting or paperwork, just needs board approval. Andrist 

made a motion to approve the summer farm stand for Honey Hive, Thomforde seconded, motion carried 

3-0. 

 

Rural Fire Association Escrow Fund – 425 A draft resolution to set up an escrow fund was reviewed. 

Verbiage needs to be changed to Pine Island Rural Fire Association. A new fund would be reflected on the 

Schedule 1 and treasurer’s report as an investment. Funds are available to the Rural Fire Association 

regardless if purchasing a CD or designating to a separate fund. It was decided to postpone purchasing a CD 

in the next couple of months and return next month with recommended edits. 

 

ARPA Reporting Status – The last report on how COVID funds were spent was due April 30th. Supervisor 

Thomforde attempted to submit the report but was denied access. He resubmitted a request for access and 

is waiting for approval at which time he will complete the required response. The funds have been spent, 

and no funds need to be returned. 

 

Bush and Tree Trimming – Fahy-Gust requests to authorize Kory Weis to trim and remove dead branches 

and cut back bushes. A price was previously quoted as $100.00 per man hour for this service, anything 

other than mowing.  Andrist made a motion to approve the amount of up to $200.00 for tree and bush 

trimming, Thomforde seconded, motion carried 3-0. Clerk Kosmicki will notify Kory.  

 

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – There was discussion to raise value permits by 5%. There has been some conflict 

with TCPA staff and the County Planning and Zoning Commissioner. If not resolved, may lead to resignation 

of a TCPA staff.  The county is pursuing some metes and bounds splits relative to new roads and right of 

ways.   

 

OCTOA – Next meeting is May 22nd at 7:30 PM, Kalmar and Orion. Location will most likely be Byron Fire 

Hall. All supervisors intend to attend.  

 

Road Report – A compliant was received from a Genoa resident due to individuals speeding. Andrist visited 

the area in question and noted that a 30-mph regulation sign is in place. The resident was requesting that a 

speed bump be installed. Andrist gave the resident information to contact the sheriff. He also suggested 

that individuals contact the offender and confront his behavior. The township board does not have the 

authority to intervene. Andrist met with Mike Woods on 85th street, there is a couple hundred feet that 

needs to be cleared as there presently is no ditch. 117th street has been graded. Chloride will be applied on 

June 15th, Thomforde will be riding in the truck, Andrist will pick up stakes when complete. The Saturday 

time slot from 1-4 was not productive, Fahy-Gust recommended changing the Saturday hours from 8-10. 

The logs on 100th St that were noted during the road inspection have been removed.  
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Rural Fire Association - There was no new or old business. All dues have been paid. RFA meets quarterly. 

Next meeting is in July. 

 

Treasurer’s Report – Deputy Treasurer Walters provided a detailed report of financial transactions for the 

month of April.   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thomforde made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, motion carried. 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Mike Wood’s bill of $18,257.50 was higher due to roads being rocked; the bill for rock is 

$83,382.75. There was more tonnage of rock purchased this year compared to last year. Flowers were 

purchased for Mr. Presnall’s memorial, 4-H donation was paid this month. Bills this month totaled $104,679.32 

not including salaries. Clerk Kosmicki will contact treasurer Hawkins and give him the totals. Thomforde made a 

motion to pay all bills, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – 

• A thank you card was received from St. Michael’s for the cemetery donation. A thank you was received 

from Janie Presnall for the memorial flowers. 

• Fahy-Gust received an email from Mary Anderson stating the Rachel Beck’s dogs were on their property 

again and to request the board consider implementing a township dog ordinance. This item will be 

added to the next month’s meeting agenda. Fahy-Gust will reach out to Rachel again as well. 

• Thomforde reported that an environmental impact statement has been issued in early May for the 

Mankato to Mississippi River Transmission Line. There will be in person public hearings scheduled. 

Thomforde will be attended the meeting scheduled on May 28th at the Zumbrota VFW. He will be 

providing a presentation regarding possible routes for the transmission lines. He is going to represent 

individuals in the township who will be impacted but not as a New Haven Township supervisor. 

• Clerk Kosmicki received an email from the Oronoco Township Clerk regarding a special event permit 

occurring at J-Rocks Glass. The owner of J-Rocks needs to attend a meeting to request a special event 

permit.  A temporary permit can be issued for the event similar to the snowmobile drags.  

 

  

Frandsen Bank Checking Account $9,283.65 

Money Market Account             $129,150.85 

Less outstanding checks  

Total Bank Balance $138,434.50 

Investments Frandsen Bank 4.4% 8/22/2025 $100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota, 4.2% 3/2026 $50,000.00 

Flagstar Bank, 4.7% (semiannual) 7/25/2025 $100,000.00 

Total Investments $250,000.00 

Balance Total Bank Balance $138,424.50 

Total Investments $250,000.00 

Total Combined Balance $388,434.50 
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Adjournment – Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 

9:02 PM. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 



$2,861.76

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

4/8/2025 Mensing/Cash rent $5,929.50

4/9/2025 Transfer from MMDA $47,891.16

4/9/2025 Transfer from MMDA $3,720.10

04/18/25 Hall Rental $75.00

04/18/25 Property sign $50.00

04/29/25 Peoples Endergy Coop ( Easement fee) $200.00

04/29/25 Hoele Trust $50.00

03/31/25 Interest $1.35

Total Deposits: $57,917.11

Debits

Date

Check 

#/Online Description Amount

3/7/2025 4779 Barb Allen $50.00

3/7/25 4784 Kory Weis $50.00

4/10/2025 Online BevComm $78.39

4/15/2025 Online  IRS/ Payroll Taxes 1st Quarter $644.58

4/29/25 Online Deluxe Check/Deposit Slips $54.79

4/25/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $168.48

4/24/25 Online Culligan $63.95

4/11/25 4786 Michael Wood $2,195.00

4/8/25 4787 Herman Grover & Co $156.00

4/8/25 4788 Stussy Construction $371.57

4/8/25 4789 MN Assoc of Townships $225.00

4/8/25 4790 Column Software PBC $64.40

4/8/25 4791 Olmsted County PRL $3,236.00

4/10/25 4792 Dale Tomforde $70.73

4/8/2025 4793 Fogarty's Outdoor Service $180.00

4/8/25 4794 David Andrist $260.87

4/8/25 4795 Grimrud Publishing $43.75

4/8/25 4796 Chris Hawkins $32.20

4/8/25 4797 Pine Island Area Fire District $30,754.00

4/8/25 4798 LaVonnie Kosmicki $226.24

4/8/25 4799 Donna Beyer $80.00

4/8/25 4800 Larry Mattson $40.00

4/8/25 4801 Center Grove Cemetery $3,000.00

4/8/25 4802 St. Michael's Cemetery $3,000.00

4/8/25 4803 Othello Cemetery $3,000.00

4/8/25 20715 Wages $680.27

4/8/25 20716 Wages $1,108.20

4/8/25 20717 Wages $129.29

4/8/2025 20218 Wages $852.65

4/8/2025 20719 Wages $494.07

4/8/2025 20720 Wages $184.79

Total Debits: $51,495.22

$9,283.65

Outstanding checks

None

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

April 2025

Ending Balance of March 31, 2025 statement

Ending Balance of April 30, 2025 statement



$180,545.13

Income

Date Decription Amount

 

4/30/2025 Interest $216.98

Total Deposits: $216.98

Debits

Date Description Amount

4/9/2025 Online Transfer to checking $3,720.10

4/9/2025 Online Transfer to checking $47,891.16

Total Debits: $51,611.26

$129,150.85

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

April 2025

Ending Balance as of March 31, 2025 statement

Ending Balance as 4/30/25 statement
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OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA – EST. 1858 

PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET 

9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960 

 

New Haven Township 

Reconvened Town Board Meeting Minutes 

Public Hearing - May 20, 2025 

 

The public hearing meeting to discuss the rezoning request of Owen Allen reconvened on May 20, 2025 at 6:30 

pm at the township hall. Supervisors Ann Faye-Gust, David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present as well as 

Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki and Chris Hawkins representing the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission. 

 

Ethan Kaske, Zoning Administrator, Township Cooperative Planning Association, provided a recap of Mr. Allen’s 

request. The property is a 4.75-acre parcel that is currently zoned A2 agriculture. Mr. Allen is seeking to have it 

rezoned to highway commercial. TCPA Staff have reviewed New Haven Zoning ordinance, and Olmsted County 

criteria for land use plan. The request met all required all criteria. There was no comment back from Olmsted 

County. The property borders Pine Island and Oronoco. Both cities were contacted regarding the zoning 

request. Comments were received from Pine Island city administrator; there was no objection to the rezoning 

request. There were no comments received from the Oronoco city administrator. 

 

The zoning application and related paperwork was reviewed by board members. Chris Hawkins summarized the 

findings of the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission; Hawkins personally visited the property. It was 

determined that the property is not conducive to A2 agriculture. The soil is rocky and not likely to ever be 

residential. The Advisory Commission opined that highway commercial is the highest and best use for this land.  

 

Owen Allen was present and thanked those involved for assisting with the request and working through the 

process. His plan for the property is to utilize the space to build, store, and display the tractor attachments he 

distributes for Shaver Manufacturing. He would like to improve the property esthetically as well. He would 

eventually like to build a shed on the property.  

 

Chair Fahy-Gust asked three times if there was anyone that would like to speak in favor of the rezoning request.  

There was no one in attendance that responded. Chair Fahy-Gust asked three times if there was anyone that 

would like to speak against the rezoning request.  There was no one in attendance that responded.  

 

Thomforde made a motion to close the public hearing, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0. Discussion was 

held between the board members. This property has never historically been farmed as it is mainly a rock pile. 

Fahy asked if the property has ever been owned by American Waterworks. Allen confirmed he purchased the 

property directly from Haney’s. 

 

Thomforde made a motion to recommend approval to the county to rezone the parcel from A2 agricultural to 

highway commercial, Andrist seconded request. Motion carried 3-0. Ethan will clarify with Olmsted County 

regarding if there is a need for a resolution.  

 

Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned 6:45 p.m. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 
 

/Signed copy on file/ 
 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

June 10, 2025 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  

Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present were 

Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

 

Set Agenda and Order- Supervisor Thomforde made a motion to approve the agenda as written, Andrist 

seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

 

Comments from Public – None 

 

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve May 13 regular meeting minutes and reconvened 

public hearing zoning request May 20th meeting minutes as printed. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

Zumbro Valley Woodturners – This discussion is a follow up from previous meetings regarding increasing 

rent for storage of inventory belonging to the club and addition of another storage module. Lynette Richter, 

member and treasurer of the Zumbro Valley Woodturners Club, was present to speak on behalf of the club. 

Richter reported that she was able to determine that there was no storage units added within the last five 

years. Richter stated that the woodturners club would not hold the township liable if any damage would 

ever occur to the stored items.  The woodturners would seek to have the amount of rent remain the same 

at $75.00. Increasing the cost of rental to $100.00 per time would be a hardship for the club and be beyond 

their budget. Supervisor Andrist asked if any of the 30 club members are residents of New Haven Township. 

Richter replied that there are none. Andrist expressed concern that there has been a change in rental policy 

whereby the townhall is available only to New Haven township residents only. Thomforde reported that he 

had a conversation with the previous president who is a resident of the township and would be willing to 

join the club. Mark Stenburg, 7445 100 St NW Pine Island, asked if the rent was $75.00 per year or per time 

and how many time per year the club meets at the townhall. Currently the hall is rented by the club 11 

times per year at $75 per time. Their club dues are $25.00 per person. Currently there are approximately 30 

members.  Fahy-Gust made a recommendation to delay making a decision until there can be a 

determination if someone who lives in the township that would join or rejoin the club. Otherwise, the 

townhall would not be available for rent to the club given the recent policy change. Kim Rupprecht 7222 

100 St NW Pine Island, who was in attendance, indicated he was willing to join the club. Richter also 

reported that the internet connection has not been working for them for approximately 6 months. Richter 

stated that the club has been looking at other options. With the possibility of K. Rupprecht and the former 

president joining the club, this issue will be placed on next month’s agenda for discussion and resolution. 

Rent for the current month will remain $75.00. 

 

Solar Energy Farms Ordinance – The final draft of the Solar Energy Farms Ordinance has been provided to 

the supervisors. Clerk Kosmicki asked for clarification on page 8, whether verbiage should be interim use or 

conditional use? Currently the ordinance states, interim use and this has been determined to be 

appropriate. Thomforde reported that Kalmar Township has a public hearing scheduled to discuss a 2.5 

mega-watt project. Currently New Haven’s ordinance restricts solar farms to be 1 mega-watt and no more 

than 7 acres. Supervisors are ready to move forward to schedule a public hearing to present the ordinance 

as written. Clerk Kosmicki commented that there is some outside interest in attending the public hearing.  
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Cannabis Ordinance – The ordinance was presented by TCPA to the Planning and Zoning Commission. 

TCPA’s goal is to have a uniform ordinance across all participating townships.  A public hearing will be 

scheduled on the same day as the Solar Energy Farms ordinance public hearing. Chris Hawkins will verify 

that no legislative changes have been made that will impact the final ordinance. If so, the public hearing will 

be rescheduled. 

 

Hope Farms Conditional Use Permit – Fahy-Gust met with John Zimmerman and clerk Kosmicki in 

attendance to take notes. Mr. Zimmerman did not have all of the paperwork for the CUP and did not have 

an understanding of the requirements. He is currently out of compliance with the CUP. He has been given 

60 days to have a plan to become compliant and he was very amenable.  Some issues can be rectified very 

quickly. Some items will take more time. The next meeting with Zimmerman will be August 1st.  

 

Cory Simonson 7330 110th St NW Pine Island – Inquired as to whether there has been a determination of 

hours of operation. Fahy-Gust stated hours of operation are 10 am to 6 pm seven days a week. These are 

hours where customers can be present. Simonson asked when employees are allowed to work. Fahy-Gust 

responded that this issue is not addressed in the CUP. Simonson reports that his family has been awakened 

at 5:32 am by someone riding in on a Harley-Davidson. This also often occurs at 7:00 am. Simonson 

expressed concern that he was not allowed to be present during the meeting with Zimmerman. Fahy-Gust 

explained that every resident of New Haven Township has a right to meet privately with a member of the 

town board. Simonson asked that there be some consideration as when employees can make noise. Fahy-

Gust informed that the current CUP states the center can be open 8:00 am to 8:00 pm, seven days a week. 

Other issues brought forward by Simonson were: 1) The possibility of alterations of the current CUP, Fahy-

Gust indicated that there may be alterations but this would not occur prior to reviewing the plan for coming 

under compliance or prior to a public hearing if any alterations are requested or necessary. 2) Is the 

homestead a part of the issue? Fahy response - Homesteading is fundamental to any conditional use permit 

for a home-based business that is provided in the township. Fahy explained that the property needs to be 

homesteaded by owner, an heir, a relative, someone involved in the business. This is tied back to someone 

doing farming. Hope Farm is on an A-2 zone, which is a farm zone, there is acreage enough to be farm. 3) 

The CUP states 5 fulltime employees, could this breakdown to ten parttime employees adding up to 5 

fulltime. Fahy-Gust stated it means 5 employees. Simonson stated he is confident there are currently more 

than 5 employees and asked how this would be monitored. Fahy-Gust stated that if she or any township 

officer was informed of a non-compliant CUP issue; there would be follow up by having a conversation with 

the party(ies) involved.  She also thinks that it is best to operate out of a place of trust that when people 

“sign the paper” it is their intent to be in compliance. 4) How long can he continue to operate outside of 

compliance? Zimmerman has 60 days from June 4th to come up with a plan 5) Regarding the noise issue, 

what do you suggest to do regarding the noise of the motorcycle? Fahy-Gust suggested to speak with Mr. 

Zimmerman, Simonson does not see that as an option.  

 

Karen Peterson-Rucker 11930 110th Ave NW Pine Island – Asked if there is a noise ordinance. Fahy-Gust 

responded there is currently no noise ordinance in New Haven Township. Where New Haven’s ordinance is 

silent, the default is to the county.  

 

Mark Stenberg 7445 100th St NW Pine Island – Reiterated that Zimmerman is not in compliance because he 

or a family member is not living on the property and having read the ordinance, questioned whether 

outside products, not made on site can be brought in. Fahy-Gust again acknowledged there are several 

areas not incompliance and a plan are expected to become in compliance. Mr. Stenberg commented that 

the property has been cleaned up and looking nice, there is good happening there too.  

 

Anthony Verderame 7245 100 St NW Pine Island – registered a compliant regarding the sight of pallets on 

the property. He questioned how much total surface area is allowed to be in use and asked if a list of what 

is out of compliance could be provided. Fahy-Gust directed people to visit website and review the ordinance 

stating it would not be appropriate or fair to share private matters in a public forum; it is appropriate to 
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acknowledge that there is a recognition of issues and a plan will be developed to be in compliance.  There 

needs to be sensitivity to issues on all sides.  

 

Leah Verderame 7245 100th St NW Pine Island – She has researched the ordinance, and asked if the 

property is 35 acres or less, or 35 acres or more. Fahy-Gust stated it is designated on 35 or more, it’s a farm.  

There is concern regarding the number and types of vehicles on the property.  

 

Rural Fire Association Escrow Fund 425 – A resolution to set aside funds as previously discussed for the 

Rural Fire Association was reviewed. Thomforde made a motion to approve resolution 2025-11 Rural Fire 

Association Escrow Fund, Andrist seconded. A roll call vote was conducted and the resolution was 

unanimously approved.   Purchase of a CD will be delayed until property tax funds are available in July.  

 

ARPA Reporting Status - Supervisor Thomforde was able to complete reporting requirements. All funds 

were utilized. 

 

Dog Ordinance – There has been additional report of an occurrence of loose dogs after the owner 

reassured the board that the dogs would be secured. The Planning and Zoning Commission was tasked with 

researching what ordinances exist in other townships. This would not be a dangerous dog ordinance as this 

already exists in the county, this is a nuisance dog situation. Karen Peterson-Rucker 11930 110th Ave NW 

Pine Island asked if animal control could be contacted. Animal control will only respond to dangerous dogs.  

 

New Business 

 

Special Event Permit Request – John Rader (Douglas Trail Properties) 6645 75th St NW Oronoco MN is 

hosting a family fun and biker ride event with a focus on addiction prevention awareness.  There will be 

drawings, food, learning activities. There will be 25 bike riders, there will be sufficient porta potties, no 

alcohol, and hours of the event are noon to 4 pm on July 26. Neighbors have been notified and no issues or 

concerns were expressed. Thomforde made a motion to approve a one-time temporary event permit for a 

fee of $100.00. Seconded by Andrist, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Purchase of New Printer - The old inkjet printer has been not working properly for a while. Supervisor 

Thomforde as performed many maintenance procedures and there continues to be issues. Thomforde 

made a motion to approve spending up to $500.00 on a new printer, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Amazon Prime Membership – Members of Minnesota Association of Township are eligible for Amazon 

Prime. The benefit of this is free shipping.  

 

Chloride Application Update – Thomforde will report the final numbers at the next meeting. Norm Autry 

6351 120th St NW contacted supervisor Fahy-Gust. Mr. Autry purchased chloride from the township for his 

road.  A couple days the after the township applied chloride, the city of Pine Island applied chloride on the 

section of road they are responsible for and so much chloride was applied, it killed Mr. Autry’s grass. He 

was directed to contact Pine Island city staff. Supervisor Thomforde also noted that the city applied 

chloride on New Haven Road and chloride had run down both down both sides of the Douglas Trail, one 

side for approximately 300 feet.  

 

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – There was discussion regarding a gymnasium being built by the Rochester Township 

townhall. A replacement for Jered is being pursued as he is resigning. Value permit costs will increase by 

15%, zoning permits will increase by 20%. Jay Kruger is resigning from Construction Management Services.  

Carey Young will replace him.  
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OCTOA – The county commissioners discussed road issues. Maps were distributed prioritizing bridges that 

will eventually be replaced in the county. The bridge on 85th Street in New Haven Township is third on the 

list. The rating on the bridge is 53. When this bridge is replaced, New Haven’s portion to pay would be 

$20,000.00. It is not anticipated there will be any right of way purchase needed. There was discussion 

regarding taking property for right of ways to widening roads when Metes and Bounds splits are approved. 

Another topic of discussion was regarding cannabis. New Haven and High Forest will be hosting the next 

meeting at the New Haven townhall on July 24th at 6:30 pm. Food for 50 people will be provided. 

 

Road Report – Mike Woods reports that some projects have been delayed due to weather. The first cut for 

mowing will start in the next week or so. Supervisor Andrist spoke with Morris Dodge regarding his question 

as to whether bushes that had been sprayed in the ditch were going to be removed. Andrist measured to 

confirm to bushes were in the right of way and wouldn’t be removed as that is the point of spraying. Mr. 

Morris was welcome to remove them if he chooses but he prefers not to and was just inquiring. Tom Suther 

contacted supervisor Andrist regarding a dip in the road at the intersection of 117th St and County Rd 31. 

Mr. Suther contacted Olmsted County. A representative from the county inspected the road and informed 

Mr. Suther they would bring in some gravel to fill to dip. Spraying was starting on May 29th so ditches are 

sprayed. Supervisor Thomforde received a complaint from a resident regarding numerous raspberry bushes 

and columbine being destroyed by the spraying. There was no notification this year regarding spraying 

being done so residents weren’t informed so they could put signs out to not spray. The bushes are in the 

right of way. A suggestion was made to include notification of spraying in the chloride letter next year. Ron 

Rucker 11930 110th Ave NW Pine Island, reports that the north end of 110th Ave is torn up. There is a 

resident who drives extremely fast and has deep ruts coming out of his driveway.  

 

At this point in the meeting Supervisor Fahy-Gust excused herself as she had a prior commitment to attend 

to, Vise-Chair Thomforde took over the meeting and will be signing checks. 

 

Mr. Rucker provided his opinion that pot holes and washboard on the north end of 110th Ave are not being 

bladed adequately or properly bladed. M. Woods will go a blade the road.  

 

A permit has been submitted for the installation of a communications tower. Supervisors have reviewed the 

permit and there needs to be more clarification regarding what work is being proposed. Supervisor 

Thomforde will be attending the TCPA meeting to ask if they have been involved. TCPA would be responsible 

for completing a CUP which would be required for a communications tower.  

 

Rural Fire Association – Nothing to report. Next meeting is in July. 

 

Treasurer’s Report –Treasurer Hawkins provided a written detailed report of financial transactions for the 

month of May. Total deposits for May in the checking account were $112,504. 35. Chloride checks accounted for 

$12, 246.00. There was a transfer of $100,000.00 from MMDA account to cover cost of gravel and grading. 

  

 

Frandsen Bank Checking Account $15,915.09 

Money Market Account             $29,255.63 

Less outstanding checks - 619.79 

Total Bank Balance $44,550.93 

Investments Frandsen Bank 4.4% 8/22/2025 $100,000.00 

Wells Fargo of South Dakota, 4.2% 3/18/2026 $55,000.00 

Flagstar Bank, 4.7% (semiannual) 7/25/2025 $100,000.00 

Total Investments $255,000.00 

Balance Total Bank Balance $44,550.93 

Total Investments $255,000.00 
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Andrist made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, Thomforde seconded, motion carried. 2-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Northstar was an additional expense this month for spraying. The bill from Freeborn County 

Cooperative for chloride was $19,111.30. Thomforde made a motion to pay all bills, Andrist seconded. Motion 

carried 2-0. Thomforde brought up for discussion the possibility of having Culligan delivering every other month 

and saving $20.00 delivery fee.   

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – 

• Minnesota State Demographic Center – Received correspondence providing 2024 Population and 

Household Estimates. As of April 1, 2024 population estimate is 1,292, household estimate is 513. 

• Minnesota Association of Townships - membership cards were received and distributed to board 

members.  

• Requests for Permit information – Clerk Kosmicki receives numerous requests from the US Census 

Bureau requesting participation in a building permit survey. The emails have been forwarded to TCPA. 

Supervisor Thomforde is familiar with these requests and indicated that unless there is any delinquency 

notice, there is no concern as TCPA is responsible to provide the information.  

• Solar Ordinance – Clerk Kosmicki received an email from an attorney in the cities asking if the township 

meetings are live streamed. He is interested in information regarding the Solar Energy Farms Ordinance. 

He was directed to the website and will be informed when the public hearing is scheduled.   

 

Adjournment – Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded, motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 

8:20 PM. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 

Total Combined Balance $299,550.93 
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

July 8, 2025 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order - Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by 

Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to 

constitute a quorum.  Also present were Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

Set Agenda and Order Thomforde made a motion to approve the agenda as printed, Andrist seconded, 

motion carried 3-0.  

Comments from the public - None 

Consent Agenda – Supervisor Fahy-Gust had a change in punctuation on page 3, second paragraph to 

state, “Fahy-Gust stated it is designated on 35 or more, it’s a farm.” Delete question mark at the end of the 

comment. Thomforde made a motion to approve the regular town board meeting minutes, June 10, 2025 

with the suggested changes. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

 

Old Business 

Zumbro Valley Woodturners – Clerk Kosmicki was in touch with the current treasurer, neither she nor 

the president were able to attend this evening’s meeting. The treasurer wanted to inform the board 

that there are now 4 members of the club that are residents of New Haven Township. They would 

request consideration for the storage fee be waived as this presents a budgeting challenge to the club. 

Fahy-Gust stated as there are now 4 township residents, she would consider informing them that they 

would not be allowed to bring in any more items for storage and leave the rent at $75.00 per month. 

Andrist is not in agreement with this arrangement, as it is his opinion that the amount for storage and 

rental is reasonable. Since there are no club members in attendance, this item will be tabled for 

discussion at the next meeting.  

Rural Fire Association Escrow Fund – 425 – Resolution 2025-12 defines actions regarding funds held in 

reserve $34,754.00 for the Rural Fire Association. These funds would be transferred from the money 

market and invested in a CD with Frandsen bank in a range of 9 months to a year. This resolution 

rescinds a previous resolution due to a typo and amends the term related to range of months and 

available interest rates. The resolution also allows for reinvestment of dividends. This item was struck 

from the resolution as the township is obligated only for the base amount. Any accrued interest will 

remain with the township. Supervisor Thomforde was also added as a designated signer in order that 

he can access to investment information. Andrist made a motion to adopt the resolution with the 

above revisions. A voice vote was conducted. Unanimous approval. The resolution was adopted with 

signatures from all of the supervisors.  

Dog Ordinance – Chris Hawkins discussed this issue with TCPA staff and was informed that no other 

townships in Olmsted County have adopted a dog ordinance. There is a county ordinance that 

addresses dangerous dogs. Enforcement is an issue for the townships. Supervisor Thomforde stated 
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that previously our attorney has advised the board to avoid implementing a dog ordinance. It was 

decided by the board that the residents who requested a dog ordinance be developed and 

implemented will be informed that the board has determined this will not be pursued.  

Chloride – Supervisor Thomforde provided a detailed report containing data regarding number of 

participants, cost, number of feet applied, etc. A summary is available at request.  

New Business 

Public Hearing– Solar Energy Farms & Cannabis Ordinances – The public hearing to discuss Solar 

Energy Farm and Cannabis ordinances was scheduled for July 24th and 6:60 pm. This date conflicts with 

the July OCTOA meeting scheduled at the same time. Clerk Kosmicki will reschedule tentatively for July 

31st if works with TCPA.  

 

Babcock Property Public Hearing Comments - Fahy-Gust asked for clarification regarding this agenda 

item. Thomforde explained that Babcock is installing a new driveway on the northside of Plum Creek 

which would be impacted by the wetland/shoreland ordinance. This ordinance is administered by 

Olmsted County. There is a public hearing scheduled. As New Haven has no control of 

wetland/shoreland zoning, this issue needs to be addressed by Olmsted County. The township is not 

obligated to hold a public hearing. 

 

Flagstar Bank CD – matures 7/25/2025 – Discussed Resolution 2025-13 authorizing treasurer Hawkins 

to reinvest $100,000.00 CD with Frandsen Investment Services with term between 9 and 13 months. 

Accrued interest will be deposited into the MMDA. Treasurer Hawkins spoke with LPL and the current 

offer is 4.1 % for 12 months. Thomforde made a motion to adopt Resolution 2025-13 as written, 

Andrist seconded it, resolution was adopted unanimously with roll call vote. All supervisors signed the 

resolution. 

 

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Thomforde suggested maintaining a 3-ring binder containing the monthly list of 

permits approved by TCPA for New Haven Township. Going forward, the list will be given to Clerk 

Kosmicki for inclusion in the meeting minutes. A complete list of permits will be available at the end of 

the year. There was discussion at the TCPA meeting of breezeways that are built to connect two 

buildings making the structure qualify as a single-family residence under the building code. TCPA 

proposed implementing an ordinance prohibiting this practice. New Haven board does not support 

this suggestion.  

 

OCTOA - next meeting July 24, 7:30 p.m. hosted by New Haven and High Forest townships. The 

meeting will be held at the New Haven town hall. County commissioners come at 6:30 pm to provide 

updates and be available for questions or comments from township board members. Snacks will be 

provided and available prior to the meeting being called to order as opposed to waiting until the end.  

 

Road Report – 110 Ave – ditch needs to be cleaned out. South side of 85th Ave by the Douglas trail, 

there is a car seat by the road,; Mike will be asked to remove. Clerk Kosmicki asked if a list of items 

identified needing attention during road inspection should be provided and checked off as they are 

completed. It was decided this was not necessary. Clerk Kosmicki also commented that there seems to 

be a lot of wash board on the roads. Andrist stated this is most likely due to insufficient fines in the 

rock and possibly inexperienced blader. Thomforde commented that the weeds on the township 
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property are overgrown and need to be mowed. Mike will be asked to mow it. Fahy-Gust asked if 

Riverside Lawn and Landscaping should be contacted to spray weeds around the town hall. Andrist and 

Thomforde will spray and be reimbursed for the spray. 

 

Rural Fire Association – Next meeting is July 9th; Fahy-Gust will attend and provide a report at the next 

township meeting.  

 

Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Hawkins provided a complete report to the board. Property tax payment 

was deposited in June. Hawkins provided a comparison of property tax totals over the last several years.   

Frandsen Bank and Trust Checking Account  $    4,402.01 

     Money Market Account             $122,910.90 

     Less outstanding checks - --- 

     Total Bank Balance  $127,312.91 

Investments 

Frandsen Bank  4.40% 8/22/2025  $100,000.00   

FlagStar Bank  4.70% 7/24/2025  $100,000.00    

Wells Fargo Bank 4.20% 3/18/2026    $55,000.00   

  Total Investments   $255,000.00    

   Total Deposits    $382,312.91   

 

Thomforde asked regarding the contents of the safe deposit box. Hawkins and Kosmicki will find a time to 

inventory the contents of the safety deposit box. Thomforde made a motion to approve the treasurer’s 

report, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0. A schedule 1 report is available for review 

 

Review/Pay Bills – MATIT insurance premium and payroll taxes are being paid this month. Riverside Lawn 

and Landscaping has been charging tax on his services. An exemption will be completed and forwarded to 

the business so we will no longer be charged a sales tax. Thomforde made a motion to pay all bills, Andrist 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  

 

Mail/Miscellaneous - None 

 

Adjournment Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:31 pm. 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

Date:      Date: 



$15,915.09

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

06/02/25 Hall Rental $75.00

06/11/25 Hall Rental $75.00

06/11/25 Hall Rental $175.00

06/11/25 Transfer from MMDA $15,000.00

06/21/25 Transfer from MMDA $3,500.00

06/30/25 Interest $1.21

Total Deposits: $18,826.21

Debits

Date

Check 

#/Online Description Amount

6/24/25 Online Culligan $63.95

6/25/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $180.77

6/20/25 Online Go Daddy. Com 46.34

6/10/25 Online BevComm $78.39

6/2/25 4811 Riverdale Outdoor Services $69.79

6/12/25 4822 David Andrist $109.48

6/12/25 4823 Dale Thomforde $27.29

6/18/25 4824 Riverdale Outdoor Services $279.16

6/16/25 4825 Herman Grover and Co $149.00

6/18/25 4826 Northstar Property Solutions 4632.00

6/16/25 4827 Bonnie Kosmicki $146.00

6/12/25 4828 Michael Wood $3,645.00

6/18/25 4929 Freeborn Co Cooperative $19,111.30

6/12/25 20725 Wages $392.49

6/12/25 20726 Wages $369.40

6/12/25 20727 Wages $600.27

6/16/25 20728 Wages $438.66

Total Debits: $30,339.29

Outstanding checks

$4,402.01

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

June 2025

Ending Balance of May 30, 2025 statement

Ending Balance of June 30, 2025 statement



$29,255.63

Income

Date Decription Amount

6/30/2025 Olmsted Co Property Tax $112,129.42

6/30/2025 Interest $25.85

Total Deposits: $112,155.27

Debits

Date Description Amount

6/11/2025 Online Transfer to Checking $15,000.00

6/12/2025 Online Transfer to checking $3,500.00

Total Debits: $18,500.00

$122,910.90

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

June 2025

Ending Balance as of 5/302025 statement

Ending Balance as of 06/30/25 statement
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New Haven Township 

Solar Energy Farms and Cannabis Ordinances 

Public Hearing 

July 31, 2025 

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance, a public hearing meeting to discuss final drafts of the Solar Energy 

Farms and Cannabis ordinances was called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  Supervisors David 

Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum. Also present was Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki 

and Chris Hawkins representing the Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission.  

 

Ethan Kaske, Zoning Administrator, Township Cooperative Planning Association was also in attendance. 

There were no other attendees showed up at this meeting. 

 

Solar Energy Farms Ordinance – The Solar Energy Farms ordinance has been under development for a 

year. Thank you to Supervisor Andrist and the Planning and Zoning commission for their commitment to 

this project. This ordinance would be an amendment to Article 10 creating section 10.52. Supervisor Fahy-

Gust provided a thorough verbal recap of requirements for installation of a Solar Energy Farms as written 

in the ordinance. The Township Zoning Ordinance would amend Article V, Agricultural Protection District, 

Section 5.02, to add Section 5.02b creating a new interim use for Solar energy farms provided that they are 

in conformance with the standards specified in Article V, Section 10.52 of the Zoning Ordinance. Ethan 

Kaske was invited to comment. He stated that he did send this ordinance to Olmsted County Planning for 

their review and it was determined that the proposed ordinance meets or exceeds Olmsted County 

standards and is considered equally or more restrictive. There was a question regarding item number 4d 

which states, The decommissioning plan and cost estimates shall be reviewed by the County Engineer and 

the cost of said review borne by the applicant. The county was seeking clarification regarding the 

relationship with the county engineer and the township. Many townships don’t utilize the county engineer. 

Fahy-Gust stated that New Haven township has used the county engineer in the past on a case-by-case 

basis. The county billed the township and the applicant was then in turn billed by the township. 

Thomforde had a comment on Section E, Conditional Use Permit Criteria. This heading will be edited to 

Conditional/Interim Use Permit Criteria. Conditional use permit and interim use permit criteria both need 

to be met. The permit for solar energy farm will not transfer with the property. Solar energy farms will be 

restricted to A2 zoning in order to meet space requirement. TCPA will be responsible to apply the 

requirements of the ordinance to applications for solar energy farms 

 

There was a call for public comment three times for anyone speaking for the ordinance. There were no 

responses.  

 

There was a call for public comment three times for any speaking against the ordinance. There were no 

comments.  

 

Thomforde made a motion to close the public hearing, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  

 

Clerk Kosmicki asked what the ordinance number will be. The ordinance will be numbered 2025-01. The 

Planning and Zoning Advisory Commission has forwarded their recommendation to adopt the ordinance to 

the board.  

 

Thomforde made a motion to adopt ordinance 2025-01 with the changes to section E to add Interim use. 

Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0. TCPA will file the ordinance and resolution.  
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Cannabis Ordinance – Chair Fahy-Gust stated that she heard a commissioner at the OCTOA meeting say 

the cannabis ordinance was going to be changed again. Kaske stated this could be possible. Lotteries are 

being held and licenses being issued. The state may make additional changes. Kaske stated TCPA will keep 

current on the changes and inform townships as necessary. Thomforde inquired as to whether all Olmsted 

townships have adopted the ordinance. Kaske stated there are several that have not yet adopted it. Almost 

all have. Chair Fahy-Gust provided a thorough verbal review of the proposed Cannabis ordinance, 

definitions and requirements. Fahy-Gust commented that she thinks this a good ordinance in terms of 

protecting the population. Pine Island in Goodhue County will most likely have a retail outlet and 

administer their own ordinance, registration and enforcement. The Planning and Zoning Advisory 

Commission has reviewed the ordinance as well as Olmsted County. If changes do happen at the county 

level, it may or may not affect the township ordinance depending on if the changes are more or less 

restrictive.  

 

There was a call for public comment, three times for anyone for the ordinance, and three time for anyone 

against the ordinance. There were no comments.  

 

Thomforde made a motion to close the public hearing, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  

 

Thomforde made a motion to adopt Cannabis Ordinance 2025-02 as written without further changes, 

Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. Meeting adjourned 7:15 p.m. 

 

Approved by the Board 

Signed:      Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

 

Date:      Date: 
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

August 12, 2025 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order - Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by 

Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to 

constitute a quorum.  Also present were Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

Set Agenda and Order Thomforde requested to add a resolution for reinvestment of a CD that matures in 

August 2025 under new business. Thomforde made a motion to accept the agenda as written with the 

inclusion of above referenced amendment to the agenda. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

Comments from the public – Mark Gunderson 8649 85th St NW Pine Island had a question as to whether 

or not trees in the ditch near his home were going to be removed this year. Andrist confirmed that this will 

be taken care of this year.  

Metes and Bounds Subdivision -- Ethan Kaske, TCPA Zoning Administrator, presented a request from DNG 

properties LLC to reconfigure property to create two buildable lots on their 73 acres. Parcels  

853424081758,  853431086356, and  853413038995. All parcels are on the east side of 85th St NW north 

of the intersection of 85th St and County Road 14 and are zoned A-2 land. Kaske provided a thorough 

summary and analysis of the proposed split. TCPA staff recommends approval of the proposed parcel 

subdivision based on the following conditions: 1) The applicant provides a survey of the proposed parcel 

subdivision that meets the New Haven Township ordinance with regard to lot width, size, access, and soils. 

2) The applicant works with New Haven Township as the road authority to establish access to Parcels A & 

B. 3) The applicant works with Olmsted County Public Works as the road authority to establish access to 

Parcel C. 4. Parcel C is to be stamped non-buildable for dwelling purposes. Thomforde commented that 

there is already farm access to parcel C. This may not currently be recorded with the county thereby 

requiring item 3 under conditions for approval.  Mark Gunderson 8649 85th St NW Pine Island, expressed 

concerns regarding how grading and excavating would impact the course of the river and potentially 

having a negative impact on his land. Building permits are submitted to TCPA and part of the permitting 

process include grading plan and reviewing the site to ensure there are not flood plain issues. Mr. 

Gunderson’s concerns were acknowledged. The split meets all requirements. When and if building would 

occur, the permit process would include a review of the land and concerns for grading, flood plain, and 

other issues would be addressed at that time. Thomforde made a motion to approve based on TCPA 

findings, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to include regular town board meeting minutes from July 8, 

2025, and public hearing meeting minutes from July 31, 2025, together as the consent agenda, Andrist 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

Zumbro Valley Woodturners – Mike Denney 6455 County Rd 105 NW, Byron MN 55920 attended to 

represent the club. He expressed appreciation for the use of the building. Currently to club consists of 
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30-40 members. The club had been looking at other options for meeting but no options have worked 

out for them.  The issue for the township was to increase rent to include a monthly storage fee of 

$25.00. This became a budgetary issue for the Woodturners. Andrist expressed his opinion that 

$100.00 per month for rental and storage is fair amount. The rental fee has not increased for many 

years. Denney will take the issue back to the club and this will be an agenda item at the next board 

meeting.  

Hope Farm CUP – Supervisor Fahy-Gust requested approval to contact counsel to obtain legal advice. 

The board approved expending funds. Thomforde made a motion to approve Fahy-Gust contacting our 

attorney, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

Kim Rupprecht 7222 100 St NW Pine Island, asked for clarification for the need for legal counsel. 

Fahy-Gust stated that out of concern for any legal issues that may impact the township, counsel is 

necessary.  

Corey Simonson, 7330 100th St NW asked if business is allowed to continue on the property being 

out of compliance with the CUP. Fahy-Gust responded that the board is seeking counsel on the 

issue.  

Becky Bosch 7331 100th St NW, Pine Island asked how residents will be informed of next steps. 

Fahy-Gust responded that the board is seeking counsel to bring the issue to closure. The full extent 

of conversations may not necessarily be disclosed however this will be an agenda item until a 

resolution has been reached. Township meetings are where any updates or information will be 

discussed and otherwise made available.  

Kory Weis 7741 100th St NW Pine Island, asked that a cease and desist becomes automatic being 

out of compliance with CUP. Fahy-Gust explained that the situation is more complicated.  

It was explained that the township attorney is not paid a retainer but is paid as hours of work are 

expended. Neither supervisor Thomforde nor Andrist have been apprised of the issues since there has 

been no discussion between supervisors outside of public meetings.  

Solar Energy Farms and Cannabis Ordinances – These ordinances were presented and discussed in a 

public hearing held on July 31, 2025 and both were approved. They will be posted on the website once 

they are recorded with the county. Fahy-Gust provided a brief summary of the ordinances.  

New Business 

Annexation Petition form Bigelow – The township received notification of a petition for annexation 

from the City of Pine Island from Bigelow Homes.  This is part of a previous orderly annexation 

agreement; no action needs to be taken. The parcel is located within the boundary of the orderly 

annexation agreement between the city and the township. The township will be reimbursed the one-

time amount of $15,031.84 which should be received by the township within 30 days of receiving the 

annexation order from the state.  

 

Pine Island School Bus Pickup - Tami Quintero, Pine Island School transportation director requests that 

the school be allowed to stop at the town hall driveway for a bus pickup and drop off. Currently 

students are being picked up in Douglas which is outside the district. She is looking for an alternative 

site that is safe and within the district. Thomforde recommended that the buses drive into the parking 

lot as a safer option. Thomforde made a motion allowing the school district permission to use the 

town hall parking lot for bus pick up and drop off. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 
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Maintenance Agreement with Olmsted County – The maintenance agreement with Olmsted County is 

a backup plan in the event Mike Wood becomes unavailable. Thomforde made a motion to approve 

the agreement with the county, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. Clerk Kosmicki will submit a 

signed agreement to the county.  

 

Certified Town Aid – Minnesota Department of Revenue provided a summary of town aid certified for 

2026. Of the available funds, New Haven township will be receiving $2,699.00. This amount will be 

designated to road and bridge fund.  

 

Farm Rental Contract – Clerk Kosmicki asked if an ad should be placed asking for quotes for rental of 

the farm land. The current contract expires in December 2025. The current renter has stated he does 

not intend to submit a quote. The term of the contract is for three years. It was decided to place an ad 

in November for discussion in the December meeting.  

 

People’s Coop Street Lighting Charges – Supervisor Thomforde has had a conversation with a Kalmar 

township supervisor who has been reviewing charges for street lighting in Douglas. There are 6 lights 

on 75th Street. Kalmar and New Haven townships share the energy costs for these lights. Currently 

Kalmar pays for 4 and New Haven pays for 2. Kalmar is asking that New Haven pick up the cost for one 

light that is on County Road 3. Supervisor Thomforde made a motion for New Haven to pick up the 

cost of the street light on County Rd 3 north of the Methodist church. Andrist seconded, motion 

carried 3-0. Thomforde will contact Peoples Coop to make the adjustment. 

 

Resolution to Reinvest CD – This CD is currently with Frandsen bank and matures on August 22, 2025. 

Resolution #2025-16 authorizing treasurer to invest $100,000.00 in a Frandsen Investment Services 

with the remaining funds from the maturing CD transferred to the Frandsen Bank MMDA. Thomforde 

made a motion to adopt Resolution # 2025-16, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. There was a 

discussion as to whether there are any upcoming changes regarding the government dropping FDIC 

insurance. This rumor is not verified. New Haven always purchases FDIC insured investments. 

Supervisor Thomforde discussed an investment service, IntraFi, that other townships are utilizing. 

There are approximately 500 banks that are members. It was suggested that Treasurer Hawkins would 

research this possibility. Utilizing IntraFi would eliminate the need to be continually reinvesting 

expiring CDs and allow the option to withdraw funds whenever needed. This will be an agenda item 

for the September meeting.  

 

After providing the Rural Fire Association Report, Supervisor Fahy-Gust transferred responsibility for 

the meeting to vice-chair Thomforde and excused herself to attend a prior commitment.  

 

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Ninety-three permits have been issued by TCPA over the last month. There was 

a discussion regarding the CMS fee increase as to whether the increase would be adequate. This can’t 

be determined until the conclusion of construction season. There are three applicants for the 

upcoming TCPA staff vacancy.  A salary increase was discussed to increase interest. Olmsted County 

would not permit a project in Oxbow Park; this is now being managed by the TCPA.  
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OCTOA – The Olmsted County Township Officers Association meeting was held July 24th at the New 

Haven town hall. There was some discussion regarding animal control. Olmsted County has hired three 

deputies, and 11 detentions deputies.  Sheriff Torgerson gave a historical overview of Olmsted County 

Sheriff badges and showed the new badge and patches that will be replacing the old ones. The new 

county attorney Michael Walters introduced himself. Several legislatures were in attendance and 

provided summary of their activities.  

 

MAT District 1 Meeting- Supervisor Thomforde attended the meeting held in Wykoff representing New 

Haven township. Rex Edge and Jeff Kruger spoke; and there were 107 attendees. A proposed increase 

in dues will be brought up for a vote at the spring short course meetings. There is some lobbying 

occurring to bring attention to township needs and assistance for same. Legislatures Greg Davids and 

Duane Quam were in attendance and spoke.  Discussion occurred regarding right of way 

compensation. Currently the county is requiring giving up right of way to secure a metes and bounds 

split, constituting taking property without compensation. This has been happening for a sometime, 

and this issue will be revisited. Thomforde was hoping the MAT attorney who wrote the Township 

Insider article regarding township website domain addresses would be in attendance at the meeting in 

order to clarify the direction given for townships with a website being required to obtain a dot.gov 

domain address. Thomforde clarified that this is only required if townships do their own absentee 

balloting.  Olmsted County handles New Haven Township’s absentee voting. 

 

Road Report – Trees on 105th St were picked up and one pushed off the road on 110th. Mowing ditches 

will start the end of the month.  

 

Rural Fire Association – All dues have been paid and all participating townships have set up escrow 

accounts in various ways. It was clarified that any accrued interest from the accounts remains with the 

townships. The majority of calls are increasing toward medical. There is no reimbursement for medical 

calls. This trend may become a financial issue. In Minnesota, a 911 call is responded to with an 

ambulance and a fire truck. Oronoco Township has been covered by the cities of Oronoco and Pine 

Island fire departments thereby incurring charges from both departments. Oronoco Township has 

decided to be covered by the Pine Island fire department. There are no anticipated capital expenses. 

Next meeting is scheduled for October.  

 

Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Hawkins provided a complete report to the board regarding balances and 

investments.   

Frandsen Bank and Trust Checking Account  $       4,511.69 

     Money Market Account             $    80,490.49 

     Less outstanding checks -            (50.00) 

     Total Bank Balance  $     84,952.18 

Investments 

Frandsen Bank  4.40% 8/22/2025  $100,000.00   

Frandsen Bank 4.15%   $    30,754.00    

Bank of America 4.15%   $   102,000.00   

Wells Fargo Bank 4.20%   $   $55,000.00 

Well Fargo #X9227 Cash Account $        $362.89   
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  Total Investments   $ 288,116.89    

   Total Deposits    $ 373,069.07   

 

Supervisor Thomforde noted that the schedule 1 and treasurer’s report do not match. Clerk Kosmicki will 

investigate the discrepancy.  Thomforde noted that the new Rural Fire Association escrow fund is now 

reflected in the Schedule 1 report.  Andrist made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report, Thomforde 

seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

*** In was determined that Clerk Kosmicki was not aware of the earned interest and leftover cash from 

the redeemed CD. These amounts were not reflected in CTAS. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – The MAT dues are being paid this month. Check number 4814 has been voided and 

replaced as the recipient lost the initial check. Bills total $11,260.12 this month. Andrist made a motion to 

pay all bills, Thomforde seconded. Motion carried 2-0.  

 

Mail/Miscellaneous –  

 

Ag Partners Contract - A contract from Ag Partners was received. Discussion occurred regarding whether 

or not to do pre-pay for fuel this year at $1.56 per gallon. The average use has been 664 gallons. It was 

decided to do commercial pre-pay and pay 20 cents per gallon now. The contract is due August 15th, Clerk 

Kosmicki will contact Ag Partners to see if they will accept the contract without payment now or if they will 

require credit card payment of $140.00 for 700 gallons. Andrist made a motion to approve purchasing pre-

pay of 700 gallons, Thomforde seconded. Motion carried 2-0. 

 

Couri & Ruppi – Hourly rate for general legal work will increase to $285 per hour and to $315.00 per hour 

for all development work effective January 1, 2026. 

 

Adjournment Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:18 pm. 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

Date:      Date: 



$4,402.01

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

07/11/25 Hall Rental $ 75.00

07/09/25 July Transfer $ 13,500.00

07/31/25 Interest $ 0.54

Total Deposits: $13,575.54

Debits

Date #/Online Description Amount

7/1/2025 Online Safe Deposit Payment $ 25.00

7/10/2025 Online BevComm $ 78.36

7/15/2025 Online IRS Tax Payment $ 1,253.90

7/24/25 Online Culligan $ 43.95

7/25/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $ 190.15

7/3/25 4808 New Haven Sod Buster $ 500.00

7/10/25 4830 Michael Wood $ 4,262.50

7/15/25 4831 Lavonne Kosmicki $ 25.20

7/10/25 4832 Dale Thomforde $ 28.00

7/14/25 4833 Herman Grover and Co $ 149.00

7/15/2025 4834 MATIT/ Liablity Insurance $ 4,005.00

7/17/25 4835 Riverdale Outdoor Services/Lawn Care $ 209.37

7/8/25 20729 Wages $ 69.26

7/15/25 20730 Wages $ 253.96

7/16/25 20731 Wages $ 1,102.41

7/18/25 20732 Wages $ 346.31

7/17/25 20733 Wages $ 600.27

7/16/25 20734 Wages $ 323.22

Total Debits: $13,465.86

$4,511.69

Outstanding checks

May-25 Barb Allen 50.00$

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

July 2025

Ending Balance of June 30, 2025 statement

Ending Balance of July 31, 2025 statement



$122,910.90

Income
Date Decription Amount

7/18/2025 ACH State of MN $1,701.50

7/31/2025 Interest $132.09

Total Deposits: $1,833.59

Debits
Date Description Amount
7/9/2025 Online Transfer To checking $13,500.00

7/11/2025 Online Transfer/LPL Fire Assoc Cert of Deposit $30,754.00

Total Debits: $44,254.00

$80,490.49

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

July 2025

Ending Balance as of June 30, 2025 statement

Ending Balance as of July 31, 2025 Statement
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

September 9, 2025 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order - Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by 

Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to 

constitute a quorum.  Also present were Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

Set Agenda and Order Thomforde made a motion to accept the agenda as written, Andrist seconded, 

motion carried 3-0. 

Comments from the public – Mark Gunderson 8649 85th St NW Pine Island expressed his appreciation for 

trees and ditches being cleaned out, stated that Mike did a good job and it looks great. Mr. Gunderson also 

commented that the board members do a valuable job and he would like to be on record for suggesting an 

increase in compensation for board members and this should be discussed at the next annual meeting.  

Jeanette Passow 48689 150th Ave Pine Island addressed the supervisors with a request to consider 

donating the use of the town hall for a place for students to gather after the Homecoming game on 

September 26th. The event is chaperoned by adults and attendance could be as many as 150 students. 

Several concerns were expressed such as what the building is rated for fire code; currently the policy is for 

events at the town hall are done by 10:00 pm, possible disruption in the neighborhood regarding noise. 

Andrist expressed concern regarding the potential for 150 individuals being at the building. Passow stated 

that these events have been held for 5 years after football home games and there has never been an issue. 

Someone would need to take responsibility for providing homeowner insurance information. A lengthy 

conversation ensued regarding concerns on one hand and providing a safe place for students to gather. 

Passow ultimately respectfully withdrew her request as she recognized the boards’ concerns and 

expressed her appreciation for considering her request.  

Metes and Bounds Subdivision -- Ethan Kaske, TCPA Zoning Administrator, presented a request from 

Joshua and John Zemke. Fahy-Gust asked if the request had been presented to the Planning and Zoning 

Commission. Kaske stated this isn’t subject to a public hearing. Kaske provided a thorough summary and 

analysis of the proposed split. This property is zoned A3, Kaske provided a summary of zoning criteria and 

a summary of evidence that criteria has been met.  Building permits will need to be reviewed by Olmsted 

County due shoreland ordinances. TCPA staff has reviewed all ordinances and recommends approval with 

standard recommendations. Supervisors reviewed submitted paperwork. Thomforde requested 

clarification on how many residences are allowed on A3 zoned land within a quarter quarter section. 

Andrist made a motion to approve the request as recommended by TCPA, Thomforde seconded, with no 

further discussion, motion carried 3-0.  

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve regular town board meeting minutes from 

August, 2025, as written, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 
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Old Business 

Zumbro Valley Woodturners – The Woodturners club has agreed with paying $75.00 monthly rental 

with an additional $25.00 storage fee. They requested a commitment to a 2-year agreement to not 

raise the rent. The board cannot commit to this request as this would limit a future board from making 

decisions.  The current board intends to maintain this amount. The Woodturners were invited to come 

back in April to discuss the issue of maintaining the rent as is. A new rental agreement needs to be 

signed and will be available at the next club meeting.  

Hope Farm CUP – Faye-Gust has been in touch with legal counsel. The original CUP done in the 90’s is 

written differently than the current CUP. There is now question as to which CUP prevails, legal counsel 

is reviewing both. The current CUP refers back to the original CUP. There is a potential that a new CUP 

will need to be done. A cease-and-desist order cannot be enforced until the inconsistency between the 

CUP’s is resolved and which CUP prevails.  

Jan Rupprecht 7222 100 St NW Pine Island asked if the owner decides if they have to option follow the 

original CUP or the second one or neither one would be followed and a new process is initiated.  Fahy-

Gust stated there is a probability that neither will prevail. The documents are 12 years apart. 

Kory Weis 7741 100th St NW Pine Island asked for clarification on the differences between the two 

CUPs. Fahy-Gust explained that laws and descriptions have changed and there are discrepancies on 

what is a definition of a greenhouse.  

Becky Bosch 7331 100th St NW, Pine Island asked for clarification regarding whether a home-based 

business is no longer an issue. Fahy-Gust explained that the laws have changed in what is considered 

home based. A person can homestead a farm and not live on it. Previously a greenhouse was defined 

as product grown on site; the new definition does not require that. Bosch remains concerned that the 

owner does not live on the property. Fahy-Gust explained that the property can be homesteaded as a 

farm under the former definition of a greenhouse. A farm is any agriculture undertaking and 35 acres 

or more.  

 

Corey Simonson, 7330 100th St NW questioned whether other conditions defined in the CUP remain in 

force, for example the number of employees. Fahy-Gust stated he is in compliance with the number of 

employees. Simonson asked if there will be a new CUP issued. Fahy-Gust stated she is unable to 

answer this question as she is waiting to hear back from legal counsel. If a new CUP or IUP is 

considered there is a process that needs to be followed. If a CUP is taken over, the new owner needs to 

register with the township whereas an IUP does not go with the property and is no longer in force.  

  

Thomforde asked if the manner in which the greenhouse is being operated is a burden on the 

neighbors at this time. Feedback indicated that there are individuals parking in the neighbor’s 

driveway and clouds of dust. The traffic has lessened recently. 

  

New Business 

 

Board of Adjustment Meeting Summary – The BoA met on July 15 to assist a resident to determine 

what was best to do with his land and provide options. This was an informational meeting to provide 

assistance and clarification of what could be done.  The land owner will follow up with TCPA if and 

when he decides to move forward with any plans.  
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Street Light Request – 65th Ave and West Center St - Gloria Reese 10992 65th Ave NW approached the 

board to request a street light be installed at the above intersection as there has been a change in 

where the bus picks up her granddaughter.  The intersection is dark, the granddaughter on occasion 

may need to be waiting for the bus by herself and there is often traffic on the road. Because of this and 

other safety factors, Reese is requesting a street light be installed. This issue will be researched and 

discussed at the upcoming road inspection.  

 

IntraFi Financial Network – Treasurer Hawkins will research and report back at the next meeting. 

 

Meeting Reports 

 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Funds have been reinvested into a money market. Interviews to replace Jared 

continue.  A promising candidate withdrew her application. The county will be approached for 

additional funds. Jay Krueger (building inspector) will be retiring the end of the month.  

 

Road Report – The work on 85th street has been done. A resident asked for help clearing a drive way 

culvert, on 85th St. More work can be done on 85th street, further up the hill could be done, 

approximately 600 feet, will look at this during the upcoming road inspection. Mowing has not been 

starting yet. The fall road inspection is scheduled for Thursday September 18th at 8:00 am. 

 

Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Hawkins provided a complete report to the board regarding August month-

ending balances and investments.   

Frandsen Bank and Trust Checking Account  $   108,493.02 

     Money Market Account             $     67,353.70 

     Less outstanding checks -           (325.00) 

     Total Bank Balance  $    175,521.72 

Investments  Frandsen Bank 4.15% 9 month  $    30,754.00    

Bank of America 4.15% 7/30/26 $   102,000.00   

Wells Fargo Bank 4.20% 3/18/26 $   $55,000.00 

Well Fargo #X9227 Cash Account $             $2.05   

  Total Investments   $ 187,756.05    

   Total Deposits    $ 363,277.77   

 

Hawkins explained that the Checking Account balance includes the principal amount and accrued interest 

of the CD that matured, and has been reinvested into a $103,000 CD that will be reflected in the 

September report. A previous resolution gave instructions to reinvest $100,000.00 with the accrued 

interest being deposited into a Frandsen Bank account. Thomforde made a motion to approve treasurer’s 

report and to not readjust any funds as directed in the resolution. Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

 

Review/Pay Bills – Additional bills included Gopher Septic, prepay fuel with AgPartners, and a bill from 

Couri-Ruppe. All other bills are routine, total bills equaled $9,407.13. Thomforde made a motion to pay all 

bills, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  

 



New Haven Township Regular Board Meeting Minutes September 9, 2025 
 

 Page 4 

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – Cannabis and Solar Energy Farms ordinances have been registered with the county. 

The New Haven share of the 2025 VOTER funds, $195.66, which will remain with the county election office 

as the decision had been made previously through resolution that they will manage absentee ballot 

services for the township. 

 

Excel energy rates will be increasing, which will affect some township residences. 

 

Allan Prestegard has passed; he was previously a member of the Planning and Zoning Commission. The 

board approved $100-150 for flowers. His funeral is planned for October 12th.  

 

Adjournment Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:22 pm. 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

Date:      Date: 



$4,511.69

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

08/14/25 Fire Sign Purchase $50.00

08/25/25 CD Marurity $103,290.96

08/27/25 Hall Rental $75.00

08/27/25 High Forest Twp Reinbursement $76.78

08/13/25 Transfer from MMDA Account $13,375.00

03/31/25 Interest $1.92

Total Deposits: $116,869.66

Debits

Date #/Online Description Amount

8/11/25 Online BevComm $78.36

8/25/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $228.28

8/26/2025 Online Culligan 63.95

8/14/25 4836 Dale Thomforde- Expense Rein-MAT $70.00

8/18/25 4837 Lavonne Kosmicki _ Exp Rein-OCTOA Food $149.56

8/22/25 4839 David O'Brien Zoning $50.00

9/19/25 4840 Adam' Pest Control $75.00

8/19/25 4841 Herman Grover and Co $149.00

8/21/25 4842 Ag Partners- LP Summer Fill $283.55

8/19/25 4843 Mn Assoc of Townships- Dues for 2026 $821.20

8/15/25 4844 Michael Wood LLC $8,844.50

8/18/25 4845 David Andrist Expense Rein Mileage $71.72

8/19/25 4846 Barb Allen-Repl check for PAC mt on 5/8/25 $50.00

8/27/2025 20735 Wages 461.75

8/18/25 20736 Wages $392.49

8/19/25 20737 Wages $706.48

8/19/25 20738 Wages $392.49

Total Debits: $12,888.33

$108,493.02

Outstanding checks

8/12/25 4938 RiverSide Outdoor Lawn Care $325.00

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

August 2025

Ending Balance of 7/31/2025 statement

Ending Balance of 8/29/2025 statement



$80,490.49

Income
Date Decription Amount

8/1/2025 Olmsted Co Payment $148.56

8/29/2025 Interest $89.65

Total Deposits: $238.21

Debits
Date Description Amount
8/13/2025 Online Transfer $13,375.00

Online Transfer

Total Debits: $13,375.00

$67,353.70

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

August 2025

Ending Balance as of 7/31/ 2025 statement

Ending Balance as of 8/29/2025 statement
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New Haven Township Fall Road Inspection 

September 18, 2025  

 

Following the Pledge of Allegiance at 8:00 AM, Ann Fahy-Gust called the Road Inspection Meeting to 

order. Supervisors Dave Andrist and Dale Thomforde were in attendance as well as Clerk Kosmicki and 

Road-Maintenance Contractor Mike Wood. Those present were transported in Dave Andrist’s personal 

vehicle. No member of the public was in attendance. 

The following in a summary of discussion and items noted to be addressed and/or rectified.  

 

1. Issue: 65
th

 Ave and West Center Street request for street light 

Action: A request made by Gloria Reese to install a streetlight at this site for safety reasons was 

discussed at the last township meeting. Her granddaughter’s bus route was changed and she is 

being picked up where these two roads intersect and there have been times when cars have 

gone off the road at this juncture.  There was a lengthy discussion regarding the feasibility of 

installing a street light. The conclusion of the discussion was for Fahy-Gust to have a discussion 

with the transportation supervisor at the school and with Reese to gather further information 

and seek clarification of the issue.  

2. Issue: 60
th

 Ave and Cty Rd 12 

Action: Remove bushes at the culvert 

3. Issue: River Height Court 

Action: Remove trees and clean ditch 

4. Issue: 117
th

 Street 

Action: There is an apron missing from a culvert which may have occurred during the installation 

of fiber optic cables. Andrist will contact Bevcomm for resolution. 

5. Issue: 115
th

 Street 

Action: Remove bushes on the north side that are in the right of way (Schettl property).  There 

are also dead trees in the ROW (Salley property). Andrist will discuss removal with the home 

owner. 

6. Issue: 105
th

 Street 

Action: Trees in the ROW need to be cut down. 

 

7. Issue: Intersection of 100 Street and 110 Ave  

Action: Remove old unused telephone marker post. 

 

8. Issue: 85
th

 St Culvert 
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Action: The resident complained of dirt being gouged when ditch was mowed. The alleged 

damage was inspected. There was a gouge in the dirt in the right of way; no damage was done to 

the driveway culvert. No further action is necessary.  

 

9. Issue 85
th

 St 

Action: Finish cleaning the ditch NW on the hill. 

 

10. Issue: 8332 Exchange St Complaint of leaves being blown into neighbor’s ditch 

Action: Andrist will speak with the neighbor to further understand the issue.  

 

11. Issue: 6748 Edna St. NW – Dead tree in ROW 

Action: The homeowner has requested the township remove a dead tree in the right of way. 

Supervisors measured the distance of the tree from the middle of the road and found it was a 

little more than 25 feet.  It was determined that the tree is not in the right of way but on the 

home owner’s property thereby he is responsible for removal.  

 

Adjournment: Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded, motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 9:59 am. A total of 39.4 miles was traveled. 

 

 

Signed:        Signed: 

 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair      Bonnie Kosmicki, Clerk 

 

Date:        Date: 
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

October 14, 2025 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order - Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order by 

Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to 

constitute a quorum.  Also present were Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

Set Agenda and Order Thomforde made a motion to accept the agenda as written, Andrist seconded, 

motion carried. 

Comments from the public – None 

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve regular town board meeting minutes from 

September 9, 2025, and the Road Inspection meeting minutes from September 18, 2025, as a group, as 

written, Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

Hope Farm CUP (Conditional Use Permit) – Fahy-Gust reported clarity has been provided by counsel 

since the township last meeting. At issue was having two CUP’s, the second predicated on the original 

CUP. The original CUP did not state that the occupant has to live on the land, the subsequent CUP was 

written subject to 10.02 in the New Haven Township Zoning Ordinance, but did not specify that the 

owner is required to live on the property, therefore, it is not legally binding.  Because the original CUP 

specified that only goods produced on site could be sold, there is to be nothing other than these items 

available for sale. The selling of items other than what is produced on the property has been identified 

as a violation of the CUP. A certified letter has been sent from counsel to the Zimmermans, owners of 

Hope Farms, providing information regarding what is and is not allowed to be sold on their property. 

The owners have been given a deadline of November 1, 2025, to become compliant. A cease and 

desist comes into effect after this deadline if compliance is not achieved. There is an option to issue a 

new conditional use permit or an interim use permit if the Zimmerman’s want to pursue that option. 

This would necessitate initiating a new process that would require all aspects of CUP or IUP (Interim 

Use Permit) applications and implementation of same.  There has been no contact from the 

Zimmerman’s at this time.  

Kory Weis 7741 100th St NW Pine Island asked what would happen if the Zimmerman’s were non-

compliance with the cease and desist. Fahy-Gust responded that most likely the Olmsted County 

sheriff would need to become involved. Counsel would need to be informed and further legal action 

would need to be implemented.  

Mark Stenberg 7445 100th St NW Pine Island asked for clarification on what defines raising a plant. Can 

other plants and trees be started somewhere else, grown for several months and then sold from the 

property? Fahy-Gust stated the CUP would limit to seedlings and starter plants not fully grown items. 

Stenberg also thanked the board for the effort in resolving the issues.  
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Kim Rupprecht 7222 100th St NW Pine Island asked for further clarification regarding the raising or 

planting style allowed on the property. Fahy-Gust offered clarification – The first permit was clear as 

far as raising plants to sell, traditional greenhouse. The second CUP, included grow your own and 

allowed selling wholesale as well. The second CUP stated the previous conditional use permit would be 

recommenced thereby bringing those conditions into play and defaulting to the original CUP. The 

previous property owner had requested having a wholesale operation with eventual retail.  

Street Light Request – 65th Ave and West Center St – Fahy-Gust had a conversation with the 

transportation director at the school and shared the concerns shared at a previous township meeting.  

The director was open to having the child be picked up at a different location where she would be 

safer and with other children. This information was shared with Gloria Reese who was reluctant to do 

this and not willing to make this change. The school bus cannot pick children up outside the district. 

This issue will be discussed further at the next township meeting as far as cost of a street light. 

Currently there are no street lights in the country.  A street light may not solve the concerns for safety. 

Moving forward Andrist will research the cost of a street light.  

Mark Stenberg 7445 100th St NW Pine Island commented that he and others have transported 

children to destinations when necessary and wondered why the guardians of this child wouldn’t stay 

with them until picked up.  

IntraFi Financial Network – Treasurer Hawkins provided an overview of IntraFi, a private company, 

which was created to minimize the risk of large depositors. IntraFi moves funds between financial 

institutions to protect against the risk of funds over the FDIC insurance amount and to maintain the 

threshold of protected funds. IntraFi is generally geared toward large depositors and is a large network 

of banking institutions.  New Haven manages their risk by depositing funds with LPL Financial but not 

held in one particular bank. It has previously been reported that other townships are utilizing IntraFi 

and Thomforde questioned whether using this service would simplify what is currently being done in 

renewing and reinvesting CDs. Hawkins commented that we would still need to work through the bank 

to accomplish the same thing and feels that our risk is minimized by keeping funds under the threshold 

of $250,000.00 with individual investments. Utilizing IntraFi would not eliminate the need for 

resolutions. Hawkins prefers maintaining local management and talking to a designated financial 

advisor. Kalmar township utilizes this service as well as Rochester township.  

 

Road Inspection Follow-up – There is a dead tree in Douglas on Helen Avenue that was initially 

determined to be outside the Right of Way (ROW) and not the responsibility of the township to 

remove. It was thought that the ROW was 50’ wide, 25 on each side of the center line. This was not 

accurate in regards to Helen Avenue which is 66’ ROW. This was brought to the attention of the 

supervisor by the property owner and confirmed by review a plat map. Edna Street has a 50’ ROW. The 

road maintenance contractor will be contacted to remove the tree. Andrist contacted Bevcomm 

regarding a damaged apron on 117th St. A representative from Bevcomm was going to go inspect the 

damage. Andrist has not heard back from them. He also contacted a Genoa resident regarding a 

complaint of leaves being blown into a neighbor’s yard when mowing the lawn. The resident stated the 

grass is going into the ditch on the other side, into the right of way.  
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New Business 

Republican Caucus Rent Adjustment – Thomforde explained that the February precinct caucuses will 

be held in February and the Republican party has used the town hall for their caucus. For years they 

were not charged for use of the townhall. It was determined in 2024 that is was not proper to not 

charge a rental fee for this activity as this could be considered a political donation. The Democratic 

caucuses were being held in the Oronoco Community Center and rent was being charged to them. 

Oronoco Community Center will rent for up to 3 hours for $30.00 instead of the usual $100.00. There 

has been a request to lower the rent for the township hall for $30.00. Currently there is no half day 

usage for the town hall rental. The decision was made to not create a partial-day rental rate and leave 

the rental rate at $75.00 per day. 

 

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – September 10th meeting - There have been three candidates apply for the open 

position and were interviewed. Each candidate went to other employment before a selection was 

made. There was discussion about expediting the hiring process when other candidates apply. There 

was discussion as to whether a permit was needed to drill a well. There is a requirement to get a 

permit from the County. TCPA requested additional funds from the County for TCPA, the request was 

denied.  October 8th meeting – Interviews continue, there were 3 more candidates. One person was 

from South Dakota, one from Wisconsin, and one from LaCrosse. There are reports of some 

contractors doing work without a permit, which is not allowed.  

 

OCTOA Meeting Recap - There was good attendance, especially from the county board. There was 

discussion regarding the Paid Family Medical Leave Act and whether this applies to elected officials. 

Interpretation seems to imply that elected officials are covered under this act. Clerk Kosmicki 

commented that she has received an email with specific instructions on setting up accounts and the 

requirement going into effect on January 1st. Thomforde stated that clarification is being sought with 

legislators. The general consensus is to not include elected officials. Work continues on a dangerous 

dog ordinance. Work is being done at Oxbow Park, campsites will be increased from 30 to 50. 

 

Rural Fire Association (RFA) Meeting Recap – Finances are doing well; there have been no equipment 

needs identified. Pine Island Township turned their funds back to the RFA. The preliminary budget has 

been set for 2026. There is a proposal to increase the fire fighter’s wage from $15.00 to $16.00 an hour 

when fighting a fire. There was an increase of 3% for retirement and an increase in the maintenance 

budget from $20,000.00 to $22,000.00. The testing of fire hoses has to be done on a regular basis. 

There is a company being hired to complete the testing. Overall, the budget increased 4%. In regards 

to the current budget, there was an overage on insurance due to the purchase of a new truck. The 589 

engine required some extra maintenance on the pump causing an overage as well.  

 

Road Report – Andrist received a call regarding an abandoned house in Genoa and was asking if 

anything can be done about the grass and weeds growing up around it.  Andrist asked for a phone 

number and he was willing to attempt to contact someone responsible for the property. He hasn’t 

heard back from anyone. Ditches have been mowed. The resident on 115th St, Rob Salley, wants the 

wood from the dead trees and will take them down himself. 

Road Grading – pre-winter grading on chlorided roads has begun, there have been some complaints 

about wash boarding. Thomforde reported an issue on 75th Ave needing to be graded due to washing 

on the edges and wash boarding.  
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Mileage Certification – Certification to the County needs to be completed. There are 31.68 miles of 

township roads, same as last year. The Docusign wasn’t working, Fahy-Gust signed the certification, 

Clerk Kosmicki will send a scan copy to the county.  

 

Treasurer’s Report - Treasurer Hawkins provided a complete report to the board regarding balances and 

investments for the month-ending September.   

Frandsen Bank and Trust Accounts  Principal Balances     

Checking Account     $5,292.78       

MMDA Account      $56,790.12       

Minus Outstanding Checks    $-          

Total Bank Balance       $62,082.90   

             

Investments  Int Rate Maturity Date        

Frandsen Bank  4.15%  9 Month  $30,754.00   Fire Depart Escrow/Not Verified 

Bank of America 4.15% 7/30/2026  $102,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

Wells Fargo Bank 4.20% 3/18/2026  $55,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

Wells Fargo Bank 3.90% 9/9/2026  $103,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

LPL Financial Cash Account   $2.61   LPL Financial Cash account 

Total Investments      $290,756.61   

       

Total Deposits       $352,839.51   

 

Thomforde made motion to approved the Treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

Hawkins reported he will be gone at the next meeting, his deputy Walters will be attending. Thomforde 

stated we should be expecting a check for approximately $15,000.00 as a result of the annexation. The 

schedule one is in agreement with the Treasurer’s report. Currently the Road and Bridge Fund is in a 

negative balance. We will be receiving property tax funds from the county in December which will cover 

this, instead of transferring funds from the General Fund.  

 

Review/Pay Bills - Bills totaled $14,079.57. Adams Pest Control will increase from $75.00 to $78.00 

beginning in January. Thomforde made a motion to pay bills, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – Documents from the State regarding the approval of the annexation were received. 

The annual MAT leadership conference is scheduled in December and will be held in St. Cloud.  No New 

Haven Township officers are planning to attend. 

 

Adjournment Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:33 pm. 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

Date:      Date: 



$108,493.02

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

09/19/25 Hall Rental( Wood Turners) $200.00

09/08/25 Easement Payment $800.00

09/10/25 From MMDA Account $11,000.00

09/30/25 Interest $2.24

Total Deposits: $12,002.24

Debits

Date #/Online Description Amount

9/4/25 Online To LPL Investment/CD $103,000.00

9/19/25 4338 Riverside OutDoor Services $325.00

9/12/2025 4847 Dale Thomeforde $47.18

9/22/25 4848 Michael Wood, LLC $8,122.50

9/29/25 4849 Gopher Septic Services $225.00

9/15/25 4850 Herman Grover and Co $149.00

9/17/25 4851 Ag Partners $140.00

9/18/25 4852 Couri Ruppe PLLP $137.50

9/18/25 4853 Riverside OutDoor Services $195.00

9/16/2025 4854 David Andrist $38.80

9/16/25 20739 Wages $323.22

9/17/25 20740 Wages $1,015.85

9/22/25 202741 Wages $346.31

9/17/2025 20742 Wages 531.01

9/16/2025 20743 Wages 253.96

9/24/25 Online Culligan $43.95

9/24/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $229.84

9/25/25 BevComm $78.36

Total Debits: $115,202.48

$5,292.78

Outstanding checks

None

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

September 2025

Ending Balance of 8/29,2025 statement

Ending Balance of 9/30/2025 statement

10



$67,353.70

Income
Date Description Amount

9/4/2025 From CD at Frandsen Bank $103,000.00

9/4/2025 Interest from CD at Frandsen Bank $357.00

9/4/2025 Interest on MMDA Account $79.42

Total Deposits: $103,436.42

Debits
Date Description Amount
9/4/2025 Online Transfer To LPL CD $103,000.00

9/10/2025 Online Transfer to Checking $11,000.00

Total Debits: $114,000.00

$56,790.12

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

September 2025

Ending Balance as of 8/29/2025 statement

Ending Balance as of 9/30/25 statement

11
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

November 11, 2025 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order – Prior to the Pledge of Allegiance, supervisor Fahy-Gust took a 

moment to recognize and thank any veterans in attendance for their service and contribution to 

maintaining the freedoms we enjoy. The meeting was then called to order by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 

PM.  Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to constitute a quorum.  Also present 

were Deputy Treasurer Hannah Walters, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

Set Agenda and Order Thomforde made a motion to accept the agenda as written, Andrist seconded, 

motion carried 3-0. 

Comments from the public – Although Hope Farms CUP (Conditional Use Permit) was not on the agenda, 

several residents were in attendance to inquire about the status of the CUP. Fahy-Gust informed them that 

the certified and first-class letters that were mailed to the Hope Farms address were returned to the 

attorney by the USPS. The letters were then remailed to the Zimmerman’s home address. There has been 

no communication with the Zimmerman’s since the remailing of letters. An event that was scheduled at 

Hope Farms in November has been canceled. Fahy-Gust will contact the owners sometime after 

Thanksgiving to inquire what their intent is as far as options that were presented to them relative to the 

CUP.  

Becky Bosch 7331 110 St NW Pine Island stated she has observed new stock has been brought to the farm 

in October. Bosch asked for clarification regarding conducting business as it has been done. It was 

explained that a cease and desist would be pursued if the business does not come into compliance with 

the CUP. If the Zimmerman’s decide they would like to operate under a new CUP or IUP (Interim Use 

Permit), a public hearing would be scheduled and neighbors would be notified.  

Thomforde noted that the property ownership has been transferred to J & S Properties LLC.  

Business can be conducted on the property based on the original CUP.  

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve regular town board meeting minutes from 

October 14, 2025 as written, Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Old Business 

Street Light Request – 65th Ave and West Center St – Andrist contacted a representative from People’s 

Cooperative regarding cost to install a street light. Installation is estimated to be a minimum of 

$1,200.00 with a monthly cost of $11.00 plus tax.  Fahy-Gust again contacted the Pine Island School 

Transportation Supervisor and was told the school is amenable to pick up the open-enrollment child 

from any stop that is acceptable to G. Reese. Reese needs to contact the school to inform them what 

stop she prefers. Fahy-Gust questioned if the township could assess the resident for the cost of 

installation and monthly cost. After additional discussion, Fahy-gust will have further discussion with 

Reese to reiterate the school’s willingness to accommodate another pick up spot, in additional Fahy-

Gust will inform her of the cost of installation and monthly fee and that the board is not willing to 
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assume this cost at this time. Prior to any final decision to install a street light, the township would 

seek legal counsel to ensure there is no risk of liability.  

Farm Rent Ad – Clerk Kosmicki asked for clarification as to whether the board wanted to go ahead with 

requesting farm rent quotes for the December meeting or wait until after the first of the year. Also, in 

the past, letters had been sent to individuals informing them of the opportunity to submit a quote. 

Kosmicki questioned if the practice should be continued. Fahy-Gust opined that placing ads in the 

News Record and Post Bulletin is the best way to advertise as sending individual letters could 

potentially create conflict if someone was interested and did not receive a letter. Supervisors 

recommended an ad be placed before Thanksgiving. A notice will also be placed on the website, 

townhall door and on the township’s Facebook page.  

 

Thomforde reminded the Board that it is also time to advertise for Road Rock quotes. Kosmicki will 

place ads for both Farm Rent and Road Rock quotes to be submitted at the December meeting.  

 

New Business 

New CMS Building Official – Tanner Young as been designated as the new Township Building Official. A 

Municipal Delegation Agreement Application was signed by Fahy-Gust acknowledging Young’s 

appointment to this position. Kosmicki will submit the paperwork to TCPA as requested.  

 

Mankato-Mississippi Transmission Line Project Update – Supervisor Thomforde provided a very 

thorough review of this project. Entities continue to evaluate route options and the impact of each. 

The Public Utilities Commission will ultimately make the final decision based on many factors but will 

most likely adhere to a Magistrate Judge’s recommendations. The Magistrate Judge’s proposed route 

does not impact New Haven Township.  Additional lines are being planned from South Dakota to 

Pleasant Valley and Rochester to Columbia, WI. Public informational meetings are being scheduled in 

the area. Supervisor Thomforde intends to attend these meetings and will report if any plans impact 

residents in New Haven. Fahy-Gust added that she has received notification of an expansion of the 

north Rochester substation in preparation for a 345-kilovolt transmission line utilizing an additional 18 

acres to the north of the current substation.  

  

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Additional staff has been hired, Janelle Finck. She will be the assistant Zoning 

Administrator.  Jared will be leaving the end of December.  

 

Road Report Some blading has been done. Mike Wood will continue to go over the roads. There have 

been a couple reports of wash boarding. R. Salley has cut down the trees in the right of way on 115th 

St. M. Wood was informed and some trash has been removed from 75th St and 100th St.  

 

OCTOA Meeting Scheduled for November 25th. All supervisors plan to attend.  A meeting notice will be 

posted to comply with the open meeting law. 
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Treasurer’s Report – In the absence of Treasurer Hawkins, Deputy Treasurer Walters provided a complete 

report to the board regarding balances and investments for the month-ending October.   

Frandsen Bank and Trust Accounts  Principal Balances     

Checking Account     $5,373.91      

MMDA Account      $44,334.16       

Minus Outstanding Checks    $   (416.59)       

Total Bank Balance     $ 49,291.48   

             

 

Investments  Int Rate Maturity Date        

Frandsen Bank  4.15%  9 Month  $30,754.00   Fire Depart Escrow/Not Verified 

Bank of America 4.15% 7/30/2026  $102,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

Wells Fargo Bank 4.20% 3/18/2026  $55,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

Wells Fargo Bank 3.90% 9/9/2026  $103,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

LPL Financial Cash Account   $2.61   LPL Financial Cash account 

Total Investments     $290,756.61   

       

Total Deposits      $340,048.09   

 

Thomforde made motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – MATIT Worker’s Comp premium and a Couri Ruppe invoice are included in this month’s 

bills. The check for reimbursement for Allan Prestegard funeral flowers was reissued as the original was 

lost. Bills totaled $4,125.15. Thomforde made a motion to pay bills, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0.  

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – Kosmicki reports an inquiry has been made by someone who is interested in renting 

the hall regarding rated capacity. Fahy-Gust will contact Brandon Sather, Pine Island Fire Chief, to 

determine the rated capacity of the townhall.  

 

Adjournment Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair    Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

Date:      Date: 



$5,292.78

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

10/14/25 Hall Rental $325.00

10/30/25 Hall Rental $150.00

10/15/25 MMDA Transfer $15,000.00

10/31/25 Interest $0.67

  

Total Deposits: $15,475.67

Debits

Date

Check 

#/Online Description Amount

10/20/25 4855 Michael Wood, LLC $11,145.00

10/20/25 4856 David Andrist $57.68

10/27/25 4858 Olmsted County $507.20

10/29/25 4859 Couri Ruppe PLLP $618.75

10/21/25 4860 Riverside Outdoor Services $130.00

10/21/25 4861 Herman Grover and Co $149.00

10/20/25 20744 Wages $392.49

10/21/25 20746 Wages $600.27

10/21/25 20747 Wages $392.49

10/10/25 Online Bevcomm $78.50

10/15/25 Online IRS Tax Payment $1,160.54

10/24/25 Online Culligan Water $43.95

10/27/25 Online Peoples Cooperative 118.67

Total Debits: $15,394.54

$5,373.91

Outstanding checks

10/15/2025 20745 Wages 346.31

10/15/2025 4857 LaVonnie Kosmicki 70.28

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

October 2025

Ending Balance of 9/30/2025 Satement

Ending Balance of 10/31 2025 statement



$56,790.12

Income

Date Decription Amount

10/31/2025 State of MN Market Value Ag Credit $2,484.02

10/31/2025 Interest $60.02

Total Deposits: $2,544.04

Debits

Date Description Amount

10/15/2025 Online Transfer $15,000.00

Online Transfer

Total Debits: $15,000.00

$44,334.16

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

October 2025

Ending Balance as of 9/30/2025 statement

Ending Balance as of 10/31/2025 statement
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New Haven Township 

Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2025 

 

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order – Following the Pledge of Allegiance, the meeting was called to order 

by Chair Ann Fahy-Gust at 6:30 PM.  Supervisors David Andrist and Dale Thomforde were present to 

constitute a quorum.  Also present were Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki. 

Set Agenda and Order Fahy-Gust received a request to move discussion of town hall parking lot snow 

removal up in the agenda under comments from the public. Andrist requested that discussion of the Miller 

and Keller quarries be moved up in the agenda under Cropland Lease quotes. Thomforde made a motion 

to approve the agenda with the suggested changes.  Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

Comments from the public – Kim Rupprecht 7222 100th St NW Pine Island, regarding the Conditional Use 

Permit for Hope Farms, Mr. Rupprecht presumes a cease-and-desist order has been served. For the record 

he notes that Hope Farms is advertising the sale of bird seed at the 100th St location. He further stated that 

it seems the owners and key player are aware that they are operating outside the requirements of the CUP 

and continue to operate. Should a new CUP be applied for, Mr. Rupprecht would like willingness to comply 

with CUP requirements be considered among the qualifications by the board and community in granting a 

new CUP. Fahy-Gust thanked Mr. Rupprecht for his comments and also noted a snow removal operation is 

being conducted at the business and this is not included in the CUP. This is not going unnoticed and is 

being dealt with. 

Town Hall Parking Lot Snow Removal – Kosmicki asked for clarification as to when the parking lot would 

be cleared and who would be responsible for contacting Riverside Outdoor Service to plow. Andrist stated 

that this has always been left up to the discretion of the individual hired to clear the snow. Fahy-Gust 

commented that the lot has to be cleared off especially with the town hall now being a school bus drop off 

and suggested the lot should be plowed when there is 2 inches of snow or more. Andrist commented that 

plowing when there is less snow than 2 inches, the rock gets scrapped up and damage the lot. Andrist 

complemented Kory on a job well done in clearing the lot. 

Road Rock Quotes – Three sealed bids were received and opened in the presence of the board by clerk 

Kosmicki. Rock quotes were as follows: 

 

Class 5, 7/ 8” rock delivered & spread Per ton Per Cu Yard 

Bruening Rock Products $8.039 $10.85 

Roberson Lime and Rock $8.13 $10.98 

Olmsted Aggregate $14.75 $19.91 

 

After review and discussion, Bruening Rock Products quote was noted to be the lowest. It was confirmed 

that the company has an adequate number of trucks to haul the amount of rock needed in the allotted 

time.  Thomforde made a motion to accept Bruening Rock Products quote as it is the lowest, Andrist 
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seconded. Motion carried 3-0.  Bruening Rock Products will also deliver to township residents for $12.54 

per ton, or $16.93 per cubic yard (contact Jim Zwiener at 507-358-9249). 

Cropland Quotes – One sealed quote was received and was opened in the presence of the board by Clerk 

Kosmicki. Jerry and Dwayne Ellefson quoted $213.00 per acre for approximately 33.5 acres for three years. 

Andrist inquired about the previous amount paid per acre had been which was $165.00 per acre. Payment 

is due April 1st of each year of the contract. Andrist made a motion to accept this quote, Thomforde 

seconded. Motion carried 3-0. An appointment will be made Ellefson to come sign a contract.  

Quarries- 

Miller Pit – Andrist contacted Jim Zwiener of Bruening Rock Products regarding the Conditional Use 

Permit (CUP) for operation of the gravel pit. Zwiener provided documentation related to 

the property’s prior use, which Fahy-Gust reviewed. As part of the previously submitted 

CUP application, it was determined that any access to County Road 5 would require 

approval from the Olmsted County Public Works Department. Additionally, construction 

of a right-turn lane and a bypass lane was required, and details of these lane 

requirements were provided. This permit was never activated. In 2010, the Miller family 

applied for the permit and subsequently closed the gravel pit. The permit was not 

pursued further, and no additional action was taken. The Miller family was advised to 

notify the township board if they intended to activate the permit so the county could be 

informed. The property was later sold to Bruening Rock Products. At this time, there is no 

active CUP in place to operate the pit. Fahy-Gust proposed that Zwiener, Chris Hawkins, 

and she meet with Chad Schumann of Olmsted County to present a request to operate 

the pit. TCPA will need to be involved to draft a new Conditional Use Permit, and a public 

hearing will be required. 

Keller Pit -   Andrist received a request from Fitzgerald Excavating to dump approximately 40,000 cubic 

yards of fill from ponds being dredged along 55th Street into the Keller Quarry. While 

Andrist believes the material would be suitable fill, he wished to discuss the request with 

the board due to prior negative experiences with the company. Andrist stated he would 

communicate the board’s expectations to Fitzgerald Excavating, including requirements for 

maintaining clean roadways, using a dozer to manage the material, and applying gravel if 

necessary. Andrist will oversee the operation and intervene as needed. 

Consent Agenda – Thomforde made a motion to approve regular town board meeting minutes from 

November 11, 2025, as written, Andrist seconded.  Motion carried 3-0. 

Old Business 

Street Light Request – 65th Ave and West Center St – Fahy-Gust conducted follow-up research 

regarding potential liability risks to the township associated with installing a street light at the request 

of a private party and having that party cover the cost. To proceed with such a request, a subordinate 

service district would need to be established. Fahy-Gust communicated this information to the Reeses, 

advising them that there is a process available to install a street light at their request. The township 

board would not intend to fund the service and would require reimbursement for both the installation 

costs and the ongoing annual electricity expenses. To date, the Reeses have not responded. Fahy-Gust 

also reconfirmed with the Pine Island School transportation supervisor that there is a willingness to 

pick up the subject child at a consistent location agreeable to the Reeses. This issue is resolved as far 

as the board is concerned until and unless the Reeses wish to pursue their request. Fahy-Gust 

recognized the school’s flexibility in an attempt to meet the needs of this family.  
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Town Hall Rated Capacity – The Fire Chief has not yet provided a rated capacity number. Building plans 

have been submitted to support the calculation of the rated capacity, and David Friese has been asked 

to assist in determining this figure. 

 

New Business 

Candidate Filing Notice – Kosmicki noted that it is time to post and publish the candidacy filing notice 

for the upcoming election of officers. The notice will appear in the Post Bulletin this coming Saturday 

and in the News Record next Wednesday. Fahy-Gust will post the notice on the township Facebook 

page, and Thomforde will post it on the township website. Board openings include one supervisor 

position for a three-year term and the clerk position for a two-year term. Kosmicki also informed the 

board that she will be required to attend mandatory election judge training for clerks in January, with 

additional election judge training scheduled for June. 

 

Commuter Equipment Upgrade – Kosmicki reminded the board of a previous discussion regarding 

upgrading the township’s computer equipment. The current equipment does not support Windows 11, 

and the CTAS update cannot be installed without it. Kosmicki also recommended exploring data 

backup options, such as cloud-based or external storage. She will review and research equipment 

options and associated costs, including the purchase of a second computer monitor. Consideration was 

also given to replacing the router and modem. Tammy Jackson at Bevcomm recommended waiting 

until spring when fiber optics are installed, as a $100.00 charge would be incurred if Bevcomm 

equipment is selected prior to installation. Following the fiber optics upgrade, the Bevcomm bill will 

increase by $10.00 per month, with an additional $7.00 monthly rental fee if Bevcomm equipment is 

utilized. Discussion of purchasing versus renting the router and modem was tabled until spring.  

 

Minnesota Paid Leave – New Haven is not able to opt out of the Minnesota Paid Leave program. 

Hemann-Grover raised questions regarding funding of the program, specifically whether the township 

would cover the full 0.88% contribution or split the cost with employees through payroll deductions. A 

Paid Leave Administrator account has not yet been established, as it was initially hoped that elected 

officials would not be subject to the program. Thomforde suggested that the township cover the full 

contribution amount as long as it remains under 1%, rather than splitting the cost with employees. 

Thomforde made a motion to appoint the clerk as the Paid Leave Administrator, seconded by Andrist. 

Motion carried 3–0. Kosmicki will proceed with setting up the Paid Leave Administrator account with 

the State of Minnesota. Thomforde then made a motion for the township to pay the full 0.88% 

contribution to the Paid Leave program. Andrist seconded the motion. Motion carried 3–0. Each officer 

signed a receipt acknowledging they were informed of the program. 

 

Meeting Reports 

TCPA Meeting Recap – Funds are held in reserve to address issues that may arise. Discussion was held 

regarding contractors performing work without permits. TCPA’s position is that the responsibility and 

consequences for work completed without required permits will fall on the property owner. Unless a 

home buyer requests verification that work was properly permitted, there is no current method for 

confirming whether permitting occurred. Negotiations are currently underway regarding new staff 

salaries. Additionally, Brian Mueller with the County Commission expressed interest in forming a 

committee with townships to improve communication. 
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Road Report – M. Wood reported ongoing difficulties on 69th Avenue due to garbage cans blocking 

the road. The school bus has also become stuck on the road. This has been a long-standing issue. 

Previously, the construction of a turnaround was suggested, but a resident opposed the idea at that 

time. The typical method of pulling in and backing out of a driveway is not feasible because the 

resident has strings of lights in the way. 

 

Andrist will approach the residents to inform them of the issue regarding garbage cans on the road. If 

this approach does not produce a positive outcome, the matter will be brought before the board for 

further discussion and resolution as the current situation is untenable and dangerous. M. Wood 

suggested revisiting the idea of constructing a turnaround. There was a complaint from a resident on 

110th Street regarding snow being plowed and dumped on their driveway. M. Wood discussed this with 

Andrist and reviewed the pictures submitted by them. He reported that the snow was pushed into the 

trees not the driveway. He suggested it was a wind row blocking the driveway and unrelated to 

plowing snow. Going forward, the snow will not be plowed past the mailbox.  

 

OCTOA Meeting - All supervisors attended. Thomforde reported that the county had made taking 50’ 

right of way a condition of approving a Metes and Bounds request and not compensating the land 

owner. A resolution has been passed that people will be compensated 130% of assessed value from 

October of this year going forward.  

 

Treasurer’s Report – Treasurer Hawkins provided a complete November month-ending report to the board 

regarding balances and investments.  Hawkins commented that a payment of $92,906.30 was received 

from Olmsted County and will be reflected in the December report.  

Frandsen Bank and Trust Accounts  Principal Balances     

Checking Account     $5,144.76      

MMDA Account      $39,378.51       

Minus Outstanding Checks    $          

Total Bank Balance     $ 44,523.27   

             

 

Investments  Int Rate Maturity Date        

Frandsen Bank  4.15%  9 Month  $30,754.00   Fire Depart Escrow/Not Verified 

Bank of America 4.15% 7/30/2026  $102,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

Wells Fargo Bank 4.20% 3/18/2026  $55,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

Wells Fargo Bank 3.90% 9/9/2026  $103,000.00   LPL Financial/Verified   

LPL Financial                Cash Account   $2.61   LPL Financial Cash account 

Total Investments     $290,756.61   

       

Total Deposits      $335,279.88   

 

Thomforde made motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, Andrist seconded, motion carried 3-0. 

 

Review/Pay Bills – Bills totaled $9,919.73. There were some expenses for advertising for rock and cropland 

quotes. Thomforde made a motion to pay all bills, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 3-0. 

 

Mail/Miscellaneous – A proposed statement for 2026 taxes was received and provided to the board. 

Estimated property value increased more than 10%.  
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Adjournment Thomforde made a motion to adjourn, Andrist seconded. Motion carried. Meeting 

adjourned at 8:01 pm. 

 

 

Signed:      Signed: 

/Signed copy on file/ 

 

Dale Thomforde, Vice Chair   Bonnie Kosmicki 

New Haven Town Board    Township Clerk 

Date:      Date: 



$5,373.91

Income

Date Check #/Cash Description Amount

11/12/25 Hall Rental $150.00

11/12/25 MMDA Transfer $5,000.00

11/28/25 Hall Rental $200.00

11/28/25 Interest $0.50

Total Deposits: $5,350.50

Debits

Date #/Online Description Amount

11/13/25 4862 Lavone Kosmicki $70.28

11/13/25 4863 David Andrist $30.10

11/19/2025 4864 Adam's Pest Control $75.00

11/12/25 4865 Herman Grover and Co $149.00

11/19/25 4866 Riverside Outdoor Services $65.00

11/18/25 4867 MATIT $622.00

11/19/25 4868 Couri and Ruppe, PLLP $481.25

11/24/25 4869 Michael Wood LLC $2,295.00

11/5/25 20745 Wages $346.31

11/13/25 20748 Wages $323.22

11/14/25 20749 Wages $253.96

11/14/25 20750 Wages $531.01

11/10/25 Online BevComm $78.50

11/25/2025 Online Culligan 63.95

11/25/25 Online Peoples Coop Elect $195.07

Total Debits: $5,579.65

$5,144.76

Outstanding checks

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
CHECKING ACCOUNT

November 2025

Ending Balance of 10/31/2025 statement

Ending Balance of 11/28/2025 statement



$44,334.16

Income
Date Description Amount

11/28/2025 Interest $44.35

Total Deposits: $44.35

Debits
Date Description Amount
11/12/2025 Online Transfer $5,000.00

Total Debits: $5,000.00

$39,378.51

TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT
MMDA ACCOUNT

November 2025

Ending Balance as of 10/31/2025 statement

Ending Balance as of 11/28/2025 statement


