New Haven Township

OLMSTED COUNTY, MINNESOTA — EST. 1858
PHONE: 507.356.8330 EMAIL: NHTOWNSHIP@BEVCOMM.NET
9024 COUNTY ROAD 3 NW, OROCOCO, MN 55960

New Haven Township
Regular Town Board Meeting Minutes
January 13, 2026

Pledge of Allegiance/Call to Order — Following the Pledge of Allegiance, in the absence of Chair Ann Fahy-
Gust, the meeting was called to order by Vice-Chair Dale Thomforde at 6:30 PM. Supervisor David Andrist
was present to constitute a quorum. Also present were Treasurer Chris Hawkins, and Clerk Bonnie Kosmicki.

Set Agenda and Order Andrist made a motion to set the order and agenda. Thomforde requested to add
Hope Farms to the agenda under old business. Andrist made a motion to approve this change. Thomforde
seconded. Motion carried 2-0.

Comments from the public — None

Consent Agenda — Thomforde made a motion to approve regular town board meeting minutes from
December 10, 2025, as written, Andrist seconded. Motion carried 2-0.

Old Business

Hope Farms- Fahy-Gust provided Thomforde with notes from her conversation with Couri and Ruppe, the
township attorneys, regarding Hope Farms for presentation at the township meeting. Fahy-Gust’s notes
are summarized as follows: Hope Farms has not responded to the letter sent by Couri-Ruppe providing
actions needed by them to come into compliance with its Conditional Use Permit (CUP). In addition, other
businesses are operating on the property, including snow plowing and landscaping services. Fahy-Gust
proposed that revocation of Hope Farms’ current CUP be discussed and believes the revocation process
should be pursued due to clear noncompliance with CUP requirements. She emphasized that ordinances
must be enforced consistently and other CUP holders who remain in compliance need to be supported.
The revocation process would involve sending a letter to Hope Farms notifying them of the township’s
intent to revoke the CUP, followed by a public hearing. This could occur either through a Planning
Commission meeting that would provide a recommendation to the Township Board, or through a joint
Planning Commission and Board meeting at which a final decision would be made. Neighbors would be
notified of the intent to revoke and informed of the meeting date(s). If the first option is selected, two
public hearings would be required. A resolution to revoke the CUP would then be considered at the next
township meeting and, if approved, filed accordingly. Couri-Ruppe would draft the revocation notification
letter. It was noted that the process could be costly and may result in additional legal action by Hope
Farms. Thomforde commented that the owner of Hope Farms could potentially approach the Board and
apply for a new CUP making the process cleaner but this would be his decision to pursue.

Becky Bosch, 7331 100th St NW, Pine Island, addressed the Board as a concerned township resident.
Bosch stated that Hope Farms has knowingly violated township ordinances and expressed that the
issue should be resolved and corrected as soon as possible. She noted that failure to enforce
regulations invites further violations by others. Bosch asked whether additional information or action
is needed from neighboring residents to move the process forward. Thomforde responded that input
from neighbors is helpful and that written documentation of concerns is useful. Further discussion
indicated that the Board is in agreement that action is necessary to resolve the issue and recognizes
the seriousness of the matter. A question was raised regarding whether Fahy-Gust has authorization
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to approach Couri-Ruppe for additional legal advice. Andrist made a motion authorizing Fahy-Gust to
contact Ruppe as needed between the current meeting and the next meeting regarding this issue, so
that relevant information would be available for discussion at the next meeting. Thomforde seconded
the motion. Motion carried 2-0. The Board agreed to table further discussion until all members are
present.

Town Hall Rated Capacity — Fahy-Gust will be attending the Rural Fire Association meeting next month.
Hopefully the number for the rated capacity will be provided at that time.

Commuter Equipment Upgrade — Kosmicki presented a summary of her research regarding the purchase
of computer equipment. She recommended a minimum of 16 GB of memory. Laptop pricing ranges from
approximately $700 to $900, while desktop computers are similarly priced between $900 and $1,000.
Monitors are estimated at approximately $100 each. External hard drives for data backup range from
approximately $80 to over $300. Several cloud-based backup services are also available at varying
monthly costs. Kosmicki noted that there are several factors to consider when determining a backup
method. External hard drives may be subject to damage, while cloud-based services could allow file
access and information sharing among Board members, if desired. She did not have information available
regarding the cost of the Microsoft Office suite. Hawkins recommended purchasing a laptop with dual
monitors. Kosmicki estimated the total cost at approximately $1,400 for a laptop, monitors, an external
hard drive, and Microsoft Office. It was further suggested that a wireless keyboard be purchased and that
the memory be increased to 32 GB. The Board decided to defer selecting a backup method until after
fiber optic service is installed. Andrist made a motion authorizing Kosmicki to purchase computer
equipment with a total cost not to exceed $2,000. Thomforde seconded the motion. Motion carried 2-0.

69™ Avenue — Andrist reported that 5 loads of road rock were hauled into the north end of 69th Ave to
create a turnaround for Mike and school buses. Neighbors agreed to this. Mike suggested to extend the
culvert and add some dirt. Andrist complemented Mike on his work.

Miller Quarry — Fahy-Gust has not yet been able to schedule a meeting with the interested parties. She
will continue working to make the necessary arrangements. A new CUP application will have to be
submitted as the previous one was never pursued or activated.

New Business -
Schedule Board of Audit — Historically, the Board of Audit meeting is held prior to the February Township
Board meeting. The next Township Board meeting is scheduled for February 10. It was decided to hold the
Board of Audit meeting on February 10 at 5:30 p.m. at the Town Hall. Notice of the meeting will be
posted.

2025 Review Financial Results — Supervisor Thomforde presented a review of the Township’s 2025
finances, including a comparison to the previous two years. The certificate of deposit (CD) held in escrow
for the Rural Fire Association was excluded from the total CD balance to accurately reflect available cash
reserves. The Township was under budget by $24,725.06 for 2025. An annexation payment of about
$15,000 was received; however, annexation payments are not included in budget projections due to their
unpredictability. The levy is scheduled to increase by 6.1% in 2026, as approved at the last annual
meeting. Annual expenditures are approximately $310,000. Road maintenance costs were approximately
$5,700.00 per mile which includes but not limited to road rock, grading, chloride, snow removal and right
of way maintenance. The state pays approximately $900.00 per mile with road tax reimbursement
through the County. About sixty percent of the budget is dedicated to roads.
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Meeting Reports

TCPA Meeting Recap — Andrist reported the primary topic of discussion was employee compensation and
benefits. It was noted that a letter would be forthcoming to clerks of participating townships outlining the
amount to be paid to TCPA. There was also discussion regarding ensuring full coverage of office hours by
offsetting lunch schedules. When neither of the two TCPA staff members is available to cover the office, a
member of the Board will be responsible for answering the phone. Additionally, an email was sent to 53
contractors reminding them that permits must be obtained prior to commencing work as there has been
an increase in contractors not submitting permit applications.

Road Report — There were several calls received by board members during the recent snowfall. Andrist
reported receiving a complaint that roads were not being cleared in a timely manner. Mike explained that
ice was thick and difficult to cut. He also reported that the rock supplied by Roberson is very abrasive and
resulted in damage to two plow edges, an issue he does not experience in the other two townships with
which he contracts. Andrist stated he will discuss the quality of the rock with a representative from
Bruening Rock Products. A resident reported that tires had been dumped in the ditch near their property;
Mike indicated that the tires have already been removed. It was noted that Pine Island Estates is in the
process of dissolving its LLC. A representative plans to attend a future township meeting to request that
the township assume maintenance of the roads within the development, which total approximately two
miles. The original agreement designated the roads as private and not part of the township road system.
There is also the possibility that Pine Island Estates may be annexed into the City of Pine Island. Andrist
asked when quotes for chloride should be obtained and suggested that now would be an appropriate
time. It was noted that chloride application should occur after rock has been laid, typically in late May or
early June. Quotes for chloride are not advertised. Andrist contacted suppliers last year and stated he will
do so again this year and report back at the next meeting. Freeborn County Coop was used last year, and
Andrist reported that they did a good job.

Treasurer’s Report — Treasurer Hawkins presented the December month-end financial report to the
Board, including account balances and investment information. Hawkins reported that annexation
payments of $73.42 and $15,031.84 were received from the City of Pine Island. A property tax payment of
$92,906.30 was also received from Olmsted County. Hawkins noted that the Frandsen certificate of
deposit (CD) matures on April 10, 2026, and that the CD held with LPL Financial matures on March 18,
2026. He stated that he will begin researching interest rates for potential reinvestment options.
Thomforde noted that the Frandsen CD for the Fire Association Escrow will renew automatically and that
interest earned on the CD should be credited to the township and not added to the principal. Kosmicki
inquired whether a resolution would be required to reinvest the funds. Thomforde suggested that the
funds from the CD maturing in March be transferred to the money market deposit account (MMDA) to
cover anticipated spring expenses. It was noted that resolutions related to these actions will be drafted
and discussed at the March meeting.
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December month-ending balances were:

Frandsen Bank and Trust Accounts
Checking Account

MMDA Account

Minus Outstanding Checks

Total Bank Balance

Investments Int RateMaturity Date
Frandsen Bank 4.15% 4/10/26
Bank of America 4.15% 7/30/2026
Wells Fargo Bank 4.20% 3/18/2026
Wells Fargo Bank 3.90% 9/9/2026

LPL Financial Cash Account

Total Investments
Total Deposits

Principal Balances

$20,874.71
$123,654.66

s

$ 144,529.37

$30,754.00
$102,000.00
$55,000.00
$103,000.00
$2.61
$290,756.61
$435,285.98

Fire Depart Escrow

LPL Financial

LPL Financial

LPL Financial

LPL Financial Cash account

Andrist a made motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, Thomforde seconded, motion carried 2-0.

Review/Pay Bills — Kosmicki presented the bills. A bill was received from Bruening Rock for $627.93 for the
rock for 69™ Avenue. The bill for snow plowing and ice removal this month was $13,842.50. Andrist made a
motion to pay all bills, Thomforde seconded. Motion carried 2-0.

Mail/Miscellaneous — Holiday cards were received. WSE Engineering Services LTD has relocated, and an
invitation was received for Board members to attend their ribbon cutting and open house on February 27 at
3:30 p.m., located at 717 3rd Ave SE, Rochester. Information was received from PowerOn Midwest regarding
Minnesota’s transmission planning process, including a map outlining future plans. The 2026 Township Day at
the Capitol is scheduled for March 2, 2026. Reservations are required for bus transportation provided by the
Olmsted County Township Officers Association. Thomforde made a motion to authorize any officer who
wishes to attend the Township Day at the Capitol. Andrist seconded the motion. Motion carried 2-0.

Adjournment Andrist made a motion to adjourn, Thomforde seconded. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at

7:55 pm.

Signed:
/Signed copy on file/
Ann Fahy-Gust, Chair

New Haven Town Board
Date:

Signed:

Bonnie Kosmicki
Township Clerk

Date:
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TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

CHECKING ACCOUNT
December 2025

Ending Balance of 11/28/2025 statement $5,144.76
Income
Date Check #/Cash |Description Amount
12/19/25 Hall Rental(Eggers, Mattson, Meyer) $225.00
12/31/25 CC Engineering(Fiber Optic Install) $200.00
12/31/25 City of Pl-Annexation-($73.42; $15,031.84) $15,105.26
12/10/25 From MMDA Account $13,000.00
12/31/25 Interest $0.73

Total Deposits: $28,530.99
Debits
Date #/Online Description Amount
12/15/25 4870 Herman Grover and Co $149.00
12/15/25 4871 Michael Wood, LLC $9,195.00
12/12/2025 (4872 David Andrist $79.80
12/17/25 4873 Grimsrud Publishing Inc. $47.50
12/18/25 4874 Column Software $99.82
12/15/25 4875 Dale Thomforde $33.30
12/12/25 20751 Wages $392.49
12/19/25 20752 Wages $900.41
12/24/25 20753 Wages $623.36
12/22/25 20754 Wages $614.13
12/15/25 20755 Wages $323.22
12/29/25 20756 Wages $27.70
12/10/25 Online BevComm $78.50
12/24/25 Online Culligan $43.95
12/26/2025 |OnLine Peoples Energy Elect $192.86

Total Debits: $12,801.04

Ending Balance of 12/31/2025 statement $20,874.71

Outstanding checks

None




TOWNSHIP MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT

MMDA ACCOUNT
December 2025

Ending Balance as of 11/28/2025 Statement $39,378.51
Income

Date Decription Amount
12/2/2025 |Olmosted County $92,906.30
12/26/2025 |[State of MN $4,185.52
12/31/2025 |Interest $184.33

Total Deposits: $97,276.15

Debits

Date Description Amount

12/10/2025 |Online Transfer To Checking $13,000.00
Online Transfer

Total Debits: $13,000.00

Ending Balance as of 12/31/2025 statement $123,654.66




